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Our Saviour haying spent the night 
in solitude upon the mount near Ca- 
pernaum, and the multitudes having 
again assembled around him at the early 
dawn, he calls forth the twelve, descends 
along with them toa more level place, 
takes his seat, forms them into a nar- 
rower circle around him, and directing 
his eyes chiefly to them, but partly also 

' to the larger crowd, he begins to speak. 

In order fully to realize the impression 
of the discourse, we must remember 
that the scenery around was of the most 
charming description, resembling the 

_ environs of the lake of Geneva. Before 
him lay the sea of Galilee, encircled by 
the finest landscapes and fruitful heights 
—on the north, the snow-clad Hermon— 
and on the west, the woody Carmel. 
Add to this, the cloudless sky of the 
south, and the solemn silence of the 
early dawn. 

MATTHEW, CHAP. V. 
_ Blessed, he began, are they who feel 
that they are poor inwardly ; for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
they that, under a sense of their poverty, 


mourn ; for they shall be comforted. 


Blessed are they who, conscious of their 
TESS and distress, are meek and hum- 
le; claiming nothing, they shall in- 
_herit the earth. Blessed are they, the 
_ hunger and thirst of whose souls is after 
pentconsnets ; for they shall be satiated. 
righteousness has filled with compassion 
3 ane their brethren ; for they shall, 


in their turn, meet with compassion. 
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essed are they whom the attainment of. 


Blessed are they whose heart has be~ 
come a pure mirror; for therein shall 
the Divine Being reflect his image. 
Blessed are they who diffuse around 
them in the world the peace which they 
carry within their own breasts ; for they 
shall be extolled as the children of God, 
the God of peace. : 

The world, to be sure, will judge 
otherwise; but blessed are they that, 
for righteousness’ sake, are persecuted 
upon the earth; they have a home in 
the kingdom of heaven. Yea, blessed 
are ye when men shall revile you to 
your face in words, and by deeds per- 
secute you, and falsely speak ill of you 
behind your back, provided that the 
cause is your union With me. On these 
occasions rejoice, yea, exult aloud! The 
reward destined for you in heaven is 


great: you thereby join the ranks of 


those messengprs of, God, who have gone 
before you. Let’ not such treatment 


drive you into solitude, your vocation is” 


too important. What salt is as a season- 
ing to food, a corrective of its insipidity 
and putrefaction—what salt is as a sea- 


soning to a sacrifice for God, that are 


ye to the world, otherwise the prey of 
moral corruption. Were the salt itself 
to lose its savour, wherewith could it be 
salted? No longer good for any thing, 
it would have to be cast out from the 
household, and trodden under foot of 
men, And so should you also, excluded 
from God’s church, become objects of 
contempt. What the light of the sun 
is to this terrestrial world, viz. the. me~ 
H 
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dium of all perception, that are ye to 
the world spiritual. So exalted is your 
position, that you must needs draw upon 
you the eyes of mankind ; for ye are as 
a city situate upon a hill. Having once 
lighted a candle, the master of the house 
does not cover it with a bushel ; he puts 
‘it upon the candlestick, so that it gives 
light to the whole family. Now, in the 
same way ought the light imparted to 
you to shine before all, that your good 
works may be seen, and that glory may 
be given to your Father in heaven, who, 
from the fountain of light in himself, 
has imparted the light unto you. 

Do not suppose the purpose of my 
coming to have been to abrogate the law 
and the prophecies: I have not come to 
abrogate, but, on a far nobler enterprise, 
to fulfil and realize. For I solemnly 
assure you, that till the period when the 
course of the world shall terminate, and 
the heaven and the earth itself shall 
assume a new form, not even the most 
minute particular of the law shall perish 
in an outward way, without the spiritual 
fulfilment thereof having succeeded into 
its place. Whosoever, therefore, declares 
the least of these commandments to be 
invalid, and teaches men so, that man 
shall be accounted little in the kingdom 
of heaven. But whosoever, conformably 
to the end and aim of the Jaw, which is 
but a prefiguration of spiritual blessings, 
fulfils all im a spiritual way, shall be 
reckoned great'in the kingdom of hea- 
ven. Hitherto you have never heard 
of any other fulfilment of the law, 
than that of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
but the man whose ‘righteousness does 
not exceed theirs, shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. 

What I mean by this higher fulfilment 
of the law, I shall explain. When listen- 
ing to the reading of the law, you have 
heard that it was said to the ancient 
race, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 
‘shall kill, shall be amenable to the under- 
court. You have supposed that the 
transgression of this command begins 
with the hand being put forth to slay ; 
but I will disclose to you its deeper 
import. Whosoever is even inwardly 
angry at his brother (without a cause), 
is liable to capital punishment, by the 
under-court; and whosoever, giving vent 
to passion, says to his brother, Thou 
simpleton; is liable to be stoned to death 
by the Sanhedrim. But whosoever, with 
still stronger passion, says to him, God- 
less man, is liable to be burned to death 


et 
‘use the name of God in true 
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in the vale of Gehenna. Such is the 
standard by which God shall one day 
judge the transgression of that com- 
mandment! If, then, thou hast violated 
it, and hast brought thy victim to the 
altar, and there, on the spot where thou 
supplicatest the pardon of sin, remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, this do, interrupt the ser- 
vice, all-sacred though it be. Let the 
victim wait: go first of all and seek to 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer it, for then only is thy 
gift acceptable to God. Agree quickly 
with thine adversary, whilst thou art yet 
on the way to court with him ; other- 
wise he may deliver thee up to the 
judge, and the judge to the officer, and 
thou mayest be cast into prison. I tell 
thee, thou shalt not get out until thou 
hast discharged thy debt to the last 
farthing. 

Ye have heard that it was command- 
ed, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 
and this, too, you understand of nothing 
but the finished act of adultery. But 1 
say unto you, the commandment is 
transgressed in many other ways besides. 
He who yields to lust so far as but to 
look upon a woman with intention to 
gratify his desire, has already in mind 
committed adultery with her. Thus easy 
is it to fall into sin. But if what you best 
love give occasion for you to do so, sacri- 
fice it at once: better it is for you to losé 
the dearest of all you possess, than that 
your whole man should go te perdition. 

It has been declared, “ Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, let him give her 
a writing of divorcement.” Even in this 
respect ye transgreéss the law which for- 
bids adultery. For I say unto you, that 
whosoever shall put away his wife, save 
on the ground of fornication, thereby 
authorizing her to marry again, causeth 
her to commit adultery, and whosoever 
marrieth a woman. divorced, doth com- 
mit adultery. So sacred, according to 
its original institution, at the creation, 
(Matt. xix.), is marriage to be reckoned, 
that, except when dissolved de facto by 
adultery, nothing but death can separate 
the parties. — Be 
: —_ ye have heard, that it was said 
to the ancient race, “Thou shalt not 


Sorswear thyself, but shalt perform unto — 


the Lord thine oaths.” 
fulfilled that, ye think ye have done 
enough for the honour of God, although, 
times without number, ye thoughtlessly 

aa 


Pe a s -) 


When ye-have © 


? 


¢ 


; 


| 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 


tions; But I enjoin upon you a far 
higher sort of veneration for the Lord 
your God. Not merely must you, from 
reverence towards him, not swear fulsely, 
but not swear in any way.—lI allude to 
those oaths which, in common life, ye 
are accustomed to swear by the crea- 
tures,—lest you thereby sin against God 
himself, For all the grandeur and sub- 
limity which the creatures possess, and 
on whose account you invoke them in 
your oaths, is derived from him. <Ac- 
cordingly, you must not swear by hea- 
ven, for therein God is enthroned ; not 
by the earth, for it is his footstool ; not 
by Jerusalem, for the Great King has 
declared it to be his dwelling-place: 
nay, not even by your head, for so much 
does it belong to him, that thou canst 
not make one hair white or black. Let 
your discourse consist in simple affirma- 
tion, with Yes, or No; for whatsoever 
is superadded to that, belongs to the 
kingdom of Satan. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, 
“An eye for an eye, and a tooth fora 
tooth ;” and this commandment. which 
Moses delivered for the magistracy, you 
make the rule of your intercourse with 
your brethren ; and when you have re- 
strained the passion of revenge to the 
point of not retaliating more evil than 
you have suffered, ye think ye have ful- 
filled the law of God: but I say unto 
you, “So far ought you to restrain your 
possiou, as not even to resist evil.” 


uch more, whosoever smiteth thee on. 
the right cheek, turn to him the other’ 


also. Whosoever begins a lawsuit with 
thee, in order to get possession of thy 
coat, let him have thy cloak also, Who- 
soever assesses thee in a mile, go with 
“him two. Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not away. So totally ought 
ye to master your revenge. 
Connected with this ye have also 
heard that it hath been said, “ Thow 


shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy ;” but I say unto you, so far must 


ye rule your hatred as rather to love 
your enemies: if they curse you, bless 
them ; if they show their hatred to you, 
do them good ; and in case you cannot 


reach them with your deeds, pray for | 
them who injure and persecute you. In. 
this way ye will show yourselves to be 
the children of your heavenly Father— | 


for he does good to the wicked and 


unrighteous, making the beams of his. 


genial sum. to rise even on them, and 
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even on them sending the rain from 
heaven. If ye love them which love 
you, what is your reward? Is not that 
virtue to be met with even among those 
who, according to your estimate, stand 
the lowest in the scale of morality—yviz, 
the publicans? And if to friends alone 
ye show kindness, is that uncommon? 
Do not even the publicans the same? 
You, however, according to my com- 
mand, ought to take not publicans and 
heathens as the model of your perfection, 
but the perfection of your Father which 
is in heaven, 


CHAP. VI. 


Such, then, let your righteousness be. 
In practising it, however, take heed that 
it be not before men, in order to be 
admired of them; otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is in hea- 
ven. Therefore, when thou doest alms, 
do not sound a trumpet before thee, as 
the hypocrites do, when they distribute 
their charity in the synagogues and 
streets, that they may have glory of 
men. Verily I say unto you, with the 
human praise after which they strive, 
they have obtained all the reward which 
they can-eyer expect. But when thou 
givest alms, let not thy very left hand 
know what thy right hand has been 
employed in doing, in order that thine 
alms may remain secret. Thy Father 
who seeth even in secret will one day 
recompense thee publicly. Likewise 
when thou prayest, be not like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand.pray- 
ing in the corners of the synagogues and 
streets, with a view of drawing the 
attention of men to what they are about. 
Verily I say unto you, that all. the re- 
ward they have to look for, they have ~ 
already received in receiving the praise 
of men. But when thou prayest, go 
into thy closet, in order more securely 
to withdraw from every human eye; 
and having shut the door, so pray to thy 
Father which is in secret: but thy Fa- 
ther, who seeth in secret, shall reward — — 
thee openly. When you pray, take 
heed also not to use many yain words, 
ag is the custom of the heathen; for 
they believe that they shall be heard for — 
their much speaking, Now, you must 
not. be like them. You have no need 
to force by such means an answer to _ 
your prayers. He whom you call your 
Father, knoweth, as you are aware, 
what things ye have need of before ye 
ask- him. In the following manner, ac- 
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cordingly, ought ye to pray, each sup- 
plicating at the same time for all what 
he asks for himself: “ Our Father, thou 
who hast begotten us into this bodily 
and spiritual existence, and who art for 
us, and that transeendently, all that we 
behold imaged forth in the earthly fa- 
ther, but exalted above all human and 
terrestrial limitation and infirmity! Let 
thy glory be acknowledged and revered 
among men! Ever more and more do 
thou bear rule within us all! Let the 
time come when thy will shall be done 
on earth, as it is among the unfallen 
spirits ! What we need for our temporal 
existence give us this present day! The 
guilt that weighs us down do-thou for- 
give us, as we too in the strength of 
thy love forgive our debtors! In the 
future protect us from all that tries our 
weakness, and deliver us from sin and 
evil!” For if it be that yeive in love, 
so. as in the strength of it to forgive 
men, your heavenly Father will also for- 
give you. But if you approach him 
with prayer for forgiveness, without be- 
ing yourselves willing to forgive, neither 
will he forgive you, for then your prayer 
is like a mockery of God. 

Moreover, when ye fast, put away the 
rueful exterior, and be not as the hypo- 
erites, for they disfigure their faces, in 
order to show to men that they are fast- 
ing. When they have obtained praise 
of men, they have obtained all the re- 
ward they havetoexpect! But thou, when 
thou fastest, assume rather the marks of 
joy, anoint thine head, and wash thy 
face, that thou appear not unto men to 
fast, but unto thy Father who seeth in 
secret ; he will reward thee. 

Let all that you do be done with a 
regard to the invisible world! Lay not 
- up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust corrupt, and where 
thieves break in and steal them. But 
lay up for yourselves treasures in the 
invisible world, where neither moth nor 
rust corrupt, and where thieves do 
break in nor steal. For towards the 


plaee where ye have laid up your trea-_ 


sures, will the bias of your heart be 
turned. The eye is a light to the whole 
‘body ; if therefore the eye be sound, 
the whole body will have a share in the 


light ;—on the contrary, if the eye be | 
diseased, the whole body will be dark. | 
‘Now, thou hast also an eye within, 


which ought to be a light for thy whole 


inward man. Take good heed how it. 


is directed, and whether it be light; for 
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if, being intended as it was by nature to 
be light, it is dark, how dark will then 
be the part of thy being which by na~ 
ture is darkness, and ought to be en- 
lightened by that eye. Do not imagine 
that it is possible to make the treasure 
in heaven and the treasure on earth 
equally the object of your aim. No 
man can at one and the same time 
acknowledge and serve as master two 
persons whose wills are contrary; for 
then he will either prefer the one and 
despise the other, or despise the one 
and prefer the other. In the same way, 
ye cannot serve both God and temporal 
good at once. God ought to be your 
only Lord, and every other service not 
co-ordinated, but sub-ordinated to his. 
Therefore ye ought not so to take 
thought for your life, as if God did not 
do so; viz., what ye shall eat or drink, or 
for your body, what ye shall put on. 
He who has given the greater, without 
care of yours, can likewise certainly 
give the less. Having received both 
soul and body without your own eare, 
how should you not receive those things, 
without which soul and body cannot 
subsist? Would ye perceive how little 
the solicitude of the creature is needful 
for its support? Behold the fowls that 
fly about in the air, without any to pro- 
vide for them. They sow not, neither 
do they reap or gather into barns, as 
men who are provident for the future 
do—and yet your heavenly Father feed- 
eth them, Are ye not muehbetter than ~ 
they? And how very little can your care 
accomplish? Which of you can add so 
much as a cubit to the length of his 
lifep And why take ye thought for 
raiment ? Consider the lilies of the 
field, cultivated by no hand of gardener, 
how they grow! They practise no til- 
lage, they neither raise nor spin flax for 
their clothing; and yet I say unto you, 
that even Solomon-himself, when he ap- 
peared in all his glory, was not arrayed 
like one of these. Wherefore, if God 
so clothe the field-plant, which ‘springs 
up to-day, and even to-morrow is cast 
into the oven, shall he not much niore 
clothe you, O ye of little faith?’ Tor- 
ment not yourselves, therefore, with such 
cares as these,—saying, What shall we 


eat? or, What shall drink? or, With 


what shall we clothed? On temporal 
good of this kind, it is that the Gentiles 
fix their care. But he whom you ac- _ 
knowledge as your heavenly Father, 
knoweth that ye have need of all-these 
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things. Strive first of all after the king- 
dom of God, and the righteousness ne- 
cessary for belonging to it. All these 
things will then be vouchsafed to you as 
a surplus. Let not your care, then, be 
directed to the morrow. According to 
the divine ordinance, the morrow will 
take care for itself. It is enough that 
every day brings along with it its own 
evil, 
CHAP. VII. 


Judge not, that ye be not judged ; for 
according to the judgment ye pronounce, 
shall ye yourselves be judged; and by 
the measure with which ye mete, shall 
ye also be measured. Too often is your 
judgment a blind one. Why lookest 
thou at the chip in thy brother’s eye, 
but considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye? Or how canst thou say 
to thy brother, let me pull out the chip 
out of thine eye, and lo, the beam is in 
thine own eye. Thou hypocrite, first 
cast out the beam out of thine own eye, 
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast 
out the chip out of thy brother's eye. 

Give not the flesh of sacrifices to the 
dogs, who cannot distinguish it from 
ordinary meat. Neither cast ye your 
pearls, in place of acorns, before swine, 
lest they trample the gift under their 
feet, and, turning upon you, the givers, 
tear you to pieces. 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you. For every one 
that asketh receiveth; and he that seek- 
eth findeth ; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened. Or, if ye have doubt 
of that, is there a man among you, who, 
if his son ask bread, gives him a stone ; 
~ or if he ask a fish, gives him a serpent ? 
Tf, then, ye men, being as ye are of evil 
nature, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall 
your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to them that ask him? 
~ To sum up the whole precepts that 
concern your behaviour towards a neigh- 
bour, all things whatsoever ye, as genu- 
ine children of the Father in heaven, 
would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them: for in this is the 
Whole doctrine of the law and the pro- 
phets comprised. 

: Enter 7 in at the strait gate! Need- 
ful is this admonition, for wide is the 
gate, and broad and casy, and hence 
enticing, the way that leadeth to de- 
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struction ; and there is a vast multitude 
that pass by it. Oh, how strait is the 
gate—how narrow and full of privations 
the way which leadeth unto life, and how 
few those that are able to find it out! 
That you may not be here led astray, 
beware of false teachers, who come to 
you in the dress of true members of the 
flock, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves which devour it. Look to the 
fruits which they produce, for by these 
ye shall know them. Even thorns bear 
berries, but do men gather grapes of 
them? Thistles, too, bear fig-like fruit, 
but do men gather figs from them? As 
in this, so in all cases, does the good 
tree bring forth good fruit, answerable 
to its kind; but every bad tree, bad 
fruit. By the laws of nature, it is im- 
possible for a good tree to bear bad 
fruit, or a bad tree, good. Every tree, 
accordingly, that bringeth not fortl: good 
fruit, is hewn down and cast into the 
fire. Therefore, by their fruits ye shall 
know them. Not every one who, with 
how much soever zeal, calls me Lord, 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven ; but 
among them, they only who, after hav- 
ing called me Lord, conform to the will 
of my heavenly Father, which T declare. 
For, on the great day of separation, 
many, the victims of self-delusion, shall 
say to me, Lord, Lord, was it not thy 
name, by whose power we prophesied— 
thy name, by which we cast out devils 
—thy name, by which we wrought many 
miracles? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never acknowledged you as 
mine! Begone from my community, 
ye workers of unrighteousness. 

When, at the judgment, inquiries come 
to be made as to practical obedience, 
then shall I liken him who heareth these 
sayings of mine, and in practice is obe- 


dient to them, to the wise man who 


built his house upon a rocky site. The 
rain poured upon the roof, the floods 
rushed against the foundations, the 
storms raged and beat upon the walls, 
but it fel] not, for it was founded upon 
a rock, 
sayings of mine, and doth not observe 
them in practice, shall be likened unto 
the foolish man, who built his house 


upon a sandy bottom, and the rain” 


poured upon the roof, and the floods 
rushed against the foundations, and the 
storms raged and beat upon the sides, 
and it fell: and great was the fall of 
it. 


* 


But whosoever heareth these — 
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MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. ISAIAH BIRT. : 


BY THE REY, 


Autuouen the life of a man devoted | 

to spiritual usefulness seldom affords 
many observable incidents, and, conse- 
quently, is little entertaining as a narra- 
tive, yet a record of such a life may be 
as beneficial by way of example, as it is 
due to “the memory of the just.” 
Looking, as men do, on the surfaces of 
things, had even Howard himself been 
a preacher of the gospel, though, in that 
case, he might have been unspeakably 
a greater blessing to mankind, no one 
would have called him ‘‘ the Illustrious,” 
and few would have cared to learn the 
particulars of his history: but who can 
doubt, that if every circumstance of 
such a history, with all its accompanying 
emotions, and, especially, with all its 
influences and results, could be collected 
and exhibited, there would be not only 
an example of the highest philanthropy, 
but a tale of the intensest interest ? 
_ The world has neither an atmosphere 
nor optics for such luminaries; and, 
even to Christians in this world, they 
are dim: but they are pursuing their 
course, through mists and darkening 
meteors, to a sphere where “ they that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament ; and they that turn many 
to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever.’ The life of Isaiah Birt was (till 
he became disabled by old age) a life of 
incessant exertion, and signal success ; 
yet, as his exertions and success, like 
those of his fellow-servants, were iden- 
tified with the “kingdom” which 
“cométh without observation,” so there 
is nothing in the description of them to 
interest those.to whom that kingdom is 
indifferent. 

He was born on the 6th of September, 
1758, at Coleford, in Gloucestershire, 
where his forefathers had dwelt for many 
generations, as free miners of the forest 
of Dean, His father, though residing at | 
Coleford, was pastor of the Baptist 
church at King Stanley, in the same 
county. Numerous as that denomination 
is now at Coleford, there was then-no 
other Baptist family in that town or its 
neighbourhood ; and the prejudiceagainst 
them was so violent, that. even the chil- 
dren suffered from it; so that Isaiah, 
who was the eldest son, suffered perse- 
eution even in his boyhood. The school 
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which he attended was at Newland, 
two miles from Coleford ; and his com- 
panions, having imbibed the notion that 
there was no law to protect those who 
were not christened, took the opportu- 
nity of their going and returning, to in- 
flict upon him every annoyance which 
boyish wantonness and ingenuity could 
contrive. They even thought, that if 
they killed him there was no law to 
punish them; and this they had very 
nearly accomplished. 

The school-house joined the church- 
yard, through which the school-boys 
had to pass; and one day, before young 
Isaiah had attained his seventh year, the 
sight of a fresh-made graye suggested to 
his tormentors the freak of burying him. 
He was thrown into the grave, and two 
of them knelt upon him till he grew 
black in the face, and was all but gone ; 
when, providentially, a man passed by, 
and took him out of their hands. It 
may be mentioned here, that with one 
of those, thus prevented from murdering 
him, he subsequently formed an intimate 
and spiritual friendship, was constantly 
with him during his last illness, and re- 
ceived his dying breath. 

This outrage not only grieved, but 
naturally alarmed Isaiah’s. father; who 
immediately remonstrated with the pa- 
rents of the boys to whose wanton cru- 
elty his child had so nearly fallen a 
victim ; but, as is usual in such cases, 
failed to convince the parents that thei 
sons could possibly have been guilty of 
such an offence. Disheartened as the 
father was by this ill success, he cheered 
the weeping boy, whom he was leading 
by the hand, by saying, “ Never mind, 
my child; I trust the Lord will spare 


| me to take care of you, till you no 


longer need me.” That evening, at fa- 
mily worship, the father, having con- 
cluded the usual devotions, and risen 
from his knees, felt constrained imme- 
diately to bend them again, and repeat 
his supplications; when he rose the 
second time, a similar impulse came — 
upon him, and again a third time he 
besought. the Lord for his family. -At 
the usual hour, and in good health, he © 
retired to rest; in the morning his wife 
awoke, and found. him-a corpse, and 
cold at her side. She was thus suddenly — 
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left a widow, with five young children, 
and in the near expectation of a sixth, 
which was- born shortly after. At this 
breach, it might have been expected 
that the tide of persecution would have 
entered irresistibly and overwhelmingly ; 
but, though the bulwark was gone, the 
prayers remained before God. There 
were not, indeed, wanting, those who 
sought to add pungency to the widow’s 
grief, and to increase the burden of the 
fatherless children ; but God was with 
them, not only in his providence, but 
eminently by his grace. Isaiah became 
a minister of the gospel, and all the 
others, honourable members of Baptist 
churches. 

From that time, the family endured 
but little personal persecution. As Isaiah 
became a stouter lad, he was remarked 
for courage and activity, and. when it 
was found that he would not only take 
his own part, but protect his younger 
brother Paul, his companions were less 
ready to make practical attempts upon 
them. A few years, indeed, after his 
father’s death, two boys, each much 
bigger than himself, seized him, with the 
avowed determination that, as he had 
never been christened, they would ad- 
minister that rite, by drenching him at a 
pump. He implored and struggled for 
a long time, until his passions became 
‘so roused, that he resolved to extricate 
himself by fighting. After.a severe con- 
flict, he thoroughly thrashed them both; 
and from that time forward they ceased 
to meddle with him. 

These early contests prepared him 
zealously to advocate his principles as a 
Baptist, when they became the princi- 
_ples of his understanding and his choice. 
_ They were endeared to him by his early 
sufferings for them ; and, as it is certain 
that he did most earnestly maintain 
them, so it must be confessed, that, 
though he ceased to employ carnal 
weapons, he continued occasionally to 
give hard knocks. 

He was called by divine grace, in his 

outh, under the ministry of the late 
excellent Mr. Burn, who for many years 
faithfully and successfully officiated at 
St. Mary’s Church, Birmingham ; but 
who at that time was a preacher in con- 
nexion with the Countess of Hunting- 
don. For his spiritual father he always 
entertained the highest esteem; and 
Mr. Burn always. delighted to call him 
his son. Mr. Birt’s early religious expe- 
rience was very deep and powerful. 
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The writer of these lines has been con- 
ducted by him to those secret places, 
whither, before he had opened his heart 
to any human being, he was wont to 
retire for prayer and communion with 
God; and to one place in particular, 
where he solemnly engaged himself to 
be the Lord’s. He soon after joined a 
Baptist church in the neighbouring 
county of Monmouth; on which ocea- 
sion, it being a hard frost, and the place 
for baptizing being in a field, it was ne- 
cessary to break a hole in the ice, of the 
dimensions of an ordinary baptistry, 
before the ordinance could be adminis- 
tered. His talents for the ministry of 
the gospel were not long undiscovered ; 
and his early effusions were warmly 
cheered by his pastor, and the church of 
which he was a member. 

His incipient popularity, however, led 
to an incident which, though mortifying 
for the moment, he remembered with 
thankfulness during the whole of his 
subsequent life. His pastor, who was 
as proud of his young friend, as his 
young friend was in danger of becoming 
proud of himself, determined to show 
off the abilities of his protegé, by pro- 
curing for him an appointment to preach 
ata large meeting of ministers. Flattered 
by this appointment, he got his intended 
sermon into his head with peculiar care ; 
and, arranging the chairs in his sitting- 
room, he preached it to them over and 
over, and much to his own satisfaction. 
Thus prepared, he ascended the pulpit, 
with the determination of distinguishing 
himself before a large auditory, among 
whom were many preachers ;—and so he 
did, but not as he anticipated; for, having 
delivered and repeated his text, all that 
he had so diligently collected fled from 
him, and he was unable to utter another 
word. Filled with shame, and covered 
with confusion, he slunk down the pul- 
pit stairs, and fled from the place, with 
a burning resolution never to attempt to 
preach again. From this resolution he 
was happily dissuaded ; and about the 


year 1779 entered the Baptist academy 


at Bristol, then under the charge of the 
eminent Dr. Caleb Evans. Here he was 
associated with Hall, and Dore, and 
Langdon, and others, who became pil- 


~ 


lars and ornaments of the denomination, — 


and blessings to the churches. Here he 
formed some of his dearest friendships ; 
and it may be remarked, in passing, 
that notwithstanding the vivacity of Mr. 
Birt’s natural temper, and the warmth 


— 
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with which he was wont to give expres- 
sion to his feelings, there was scarcely 
an instance in which he finally lost a 
friend, except by death. d 

By Dr. Evans he was at once received 
into the most brotherly fellowship, and 
was granted some indulgences which 
were withheld from his companions ; 
yet in one instance he found that the 
doctor, though not always sufficiently 
concealing from the students his prefer- 
ences of individuals among them, could, 
on occasion, be impartial too. It was a 
rule of the house that no inmate should 
remain out at night, after a certain hour, 
under a fine of pne shilling. Mr. Birt, 
who was often invited, and was fond, as 
the custom of those days was, of staying 
supper with his friends, prevailed on a 
fellow-student to admit him after the 
prescribed hour; and, for some time, 
this was unsuspected. On one occasion, 
however, when he had given the ap- 
pointed signal, and the door was opened 
as usual, and he had stepped in with his 
wonted glee, exclaiming, ‘‘ Well, Isaiah 
has nicked Caleb again,” the voice he 
least expected, and, then, least of all 
wished to hear, replied, ‘‘ No Sir, Caleb 

“has nicked Isaiah to-night ; down with 
your shilling, young man.” 

At Bristol, too, began his undying 
friendship with Robert Hall, who, to use 
his own words, “took to him from the 
first moment he saw him.’ While at 
the academy, they were inseparable ; 
and, though neither of them was much 
disposed to repress the sallies of an 
ardent temper, yet even their occasional 
tiffs strengthened their mutual affection. 
In after life, they were for many years 
separated by distance of place ; but the 
bond remained entire, and they repeated 
their personal interviews as often"as was 
possible. ‘Fhe last interview they en- 
joyed, which was probably the most 
delightful of them all, occurred when 
they were both not only far in the de- 
cline of life, but when each of them was 
groaning in a tabernacle ready to be 
dissolved. A few months before Mr. 
Hall’s death, he and Mr. Birt spent a 
fortnight together at Coleford and Lyd- 
ney; and never did Mr. Hall evince 
more of that affectionate simplicity, 
which in him was unequalled even by 
the eloquence of his preaching, than 
during that period. For several of the 
nights their beds were in the same room; 
and then, the tender solicitude of Mr. 
Hall, lest his friend (who was at that 
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| time the greater sufferer of the two) 


should not have timely relief, kept him 
continually on the watch. Kyen when 
they had separate apartments, the slight- 


| est movement in Mr. Birt’s room brought 


Mr. Hall anxiously to his side. In the 
day-time they were scarcely an hour 
apart ; and it was an inestimable privi- 
lege to be permitted to listen, hour after 
hour, as they talked to each other with 
an intelligence and holy unction, which 
can be surpassed only by the light and 
love, in which they are communing to- 
gether on the same themes now. 

Mr. Birt’s first ministerial engagement 
was at Plymouth, where he became co- 
pastor with the Rey. Philip Gibbs, in 
1784. The call to that office, which 
appears to have been unanimous, is 
dated the 15th of January, of that year. 
Several of the members of this church 
resided at Plymouth Dock (now Devon- 
port), where also they had a place of 
worship ; and this, not long after, was 
productive of important consequences. 

It was during the previous probation- 
ary exercises that his preaching was 
blessed to the conversion of Samuel 
Pearce, a name which no epithet has 
power to honour; and this event he 
cherished as one of the brightest and 
happiest of his life. Mr. Pearce was 
baptized on his seventeenth birthday, 
July 20, 1783, by Mr. Gibbs; who on 
that occasion administered the ordinance 
of baptism to nine persons, four of whom 
were named Pearce. Mr. Birt preached 
from John xiv. 15. The tender and 
constant attachment of Mr, Pearce was, 
until his death, which took place too 
early for all but himself, an unfailing 
cordial to Mr. Birt. That attachment is 
touchingly described in the following 
passage of a letter, written by Mr. Pearce 
the day after the birth of his second 
son :— 


“‘My dearest Friend, r 
“Your very kind attention to my last 
would have been sooner acknowledged, had 
I not been, from the time I received it, in 
daily expectation of my dear Sarah’s passing 
the interesting crisis in which so many 
anxieties generally centre. Blessed, blessed 
be God, that crisis is past! About ten 
o’clock last night the Lord became her sal- — 
Vation=ss.- on eae 
How shall I thank you for the tender 
concern you express for my health, and the 
affectionate things you say, relative to-my _ 


dear brother, I need no solicitation to such 


Lae 


taking a journey to Devonshire. Ah, my 
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satisfactions as I find in your society; they 
are in themselves too inviting ; and though, 
from early habits, from vivid recollections, 
and from that deference which is your due, 
I always feel in your presence a filial vene- 
ration, which sometimes restrains the free- 
dom of intereourse, yet there is so much 
sweetness in it, that it invariably presents 
itself as an object of warm desire. But 
several things at present forbid my resolving 
on such an indulgence.” 


The views and feelings with which 
Mr. Birt entered wpon the pastoral office 
are thus described in the statement pre- 
liminary to the confession of faith which 
he delivered at his ordination: ‘“* When 
first called upon by the people of God 
to engage in public service, it was with 
many fears I attended to the call, ex- 
pecting, long before this time, to have 
failed in so arduous an undertaking. 
Many have been my fears since; many 
are ny fears now; but, being called 
upon by the church of Christ, and the 
Lord having in some measure blessed 
my labours, and rendered them accept- 
able to his church, I am encouraged still 
to persevere, depending entirely upon 
him who has said, ‘My-grace is suffi- 
cient for thee ;’ and, ‘As thy days, so 
shall thy strength be.’ 

“T have already signified my accepting 
the call of my friends to engage in the 
pastoral office amongst them, which I 
now publicly recognize, being induced 
to it by many reasons, some of which 
are, a prospect of usefulness; the re- 
ception my friends have already given 
my labours; their pressing invitation ; 
the peculiar and growing interest they 
have in my affection; and not one of 
the least is, their calling me to labour in 
connexion with their worthy pastor, in 
whom I have now, and hope many years 
yet to have, a faithful and wise friend, 
a loving brother, a kind and compas- 
sionate father. Brethren, let me be in- 
terested in your affection and prayers, 
and may the blessing of the Almighty 
rest upon us!” This connexion, how- 
ever, was not happy; though it turned 
out eminently for the furtherance of the 
gospel. To this unhappiness many 
causes contributed. The members of 
the church who resided at Plymouth and 
Plymouth Dock respectively, naturally 
became more affectionately united to 
their fellow-residents, and their custo- 
mary fellow-worshippers, than to those 
with whom they scarcely interchanged 
salutations, except on the days appointed 
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for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
Thus, in habit and affection they were 
two churches, although nominally one ; 
and the senior church and senior pastor 
at Plymouth, required a deference and 
coincidence from the branch and junior 
pastor at Dock, which the latter were 
not always willing to concede. 

This tendency was increased by an 
influence, which, if we knew less of 
human nature, we might suppose could 
scarcely affect a-church of Jesus Christ ; 
but which, though unperceived by the 
individuals in whom it worked, had 
considerable power. There had been 
for years before, and there continued to 
be for several years afterwards, on the 
part of the inhabitants of Plymouth, a 
specific jealousy of the rising town of 
Dock, which they had regarded as a 
mere suburban appendage, but which 
was now outstripping its parent in size, 
population, and business. It was this 
jealousy which awakened the boisterous 
facetiousness of Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
who, visiting Plymouth at the period 
when the corporation of that ancient 
borough refused to suffer the inhabitants 
of the upstart town of Dock to partake 
of the stream of water by which they 
were supplied, espoused so zealously the 
party of the Plymouthians, as to declare 
his willmgness that the Dockers should 
die of thirst, rather than they should 

e the desired accommodation. But 
all these feelings have long since passed 
away. 

Tale-bearers there were too, those 
“ separaters of chief friends ;” and, after 
a while, there took place between the 
members at Plymouth, and the members 
at’ Dock, a separation which was little 
less than a rupture. Time, however, 
and better influences, healed the wounds 
caused by this division; and ere long, 
instead of one jarring church, there were 
two friendly and harmonious communi- 
ties. When they were no longer tied 
together, the causes of irritation dropped 
gradually off; and the root of bitterness 
withered and died in the soil. — 

The temporary estrangement of Mr. 
Gibbs was exceedingly distressing to 
Mr. Birt; but the intimacy of their 
friendship was fully restored for several 
years before the death of the former, 
and met with no subsequent interruption 
until that event. Mr. Gibbs, then far, 
advanced in years, officiated at the fu- 
neral of Mr. Birt’s first wife, who died 
March 18th, 1800, and Seagate her 
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funeral sermon. Not very long after, 
they dined together at the house of a 
mutual friend, in the immediate vicinity 
of Plymouth, and this was the last social 
meal of which Mr. Gibbs _ partook. 
There was on the table fish, which was 
not sufficiently boiled, and Mr. Gibbs, 
who held the old-fashioned objection to 
leaving any thing on his plate, forced 
himself, notwithstanding his disgust and 
apprehensions, to eat all that was given 
him. Having accomplished this difficult 
task, he felt for some hours no further 
inconvenience, but was more than usu- 


ally cheerful, telling many anecdotes of | 


the old ministers whom he had known 
in his youth, and many which he had 
received from them about the Noncon- 
formists of the preceding age. With 
great glee, he gave the celebrated repar- 
tee of the Rey. Thomas Bradbury, when 
he was driven, with some companions, 
to take shelter from a storm in the house 
of a lady of high church principles, from 
whom they scarcely expected a gracious 
reception, but who gave them a willing 
admission, and offered them refreshment. 
Although she did not refuse hospitality, 
she still gave them a taste of her temper, 
by saying of the beer which she caused 
to be presented to them, “ This, gentle- 
men, is Presbyterian beer; it smiles in 
the face, and cuts the throat.” “ Nay, 
Madam,” replied Bradbury, “it must be 
Church of England beer, for it is all 
wind and froth.” Passing, then, to 
topics more serious, he repeated, with 
affectionate earnestness, his expressions 
of regret that he had ever listened to 
those who sought to alienate him from 
Mr. Birt, and of delight in the perfect 
restoration of their friendship. 

As the evening advanced, however, 
he was seized with violent pains, which, 
though they yielded for the moment to 
the usual anodynes, soon returned with 
such force, that he lay in anguish which 
the most powerful medicine was inef- 
fectual to relieve, until the following 
Lord’s day forenoon, when he died. 
Mr. Birt, who was much with him 
during the few days of his illness, was 
preac ing for him at the moment when 
he drew his last breath. 

Mr. Birt was the first who adminis- 
tered the ordinance of baptism in the 
town of Plymouth Dock, and the Lord 
greatly blessed his ministry ; yet, durin. 
the earlier years of it, he was muc 
teazed by persons who insisted upon it, 


to himself, and to others, that he did | 


- 
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not preach the gospel. Judging, how- 
eyer, from his confession of faith, the 
manuscript of which is preserved, and 
from the notes of his sermons, his Cal- 
vinistic sentiments were made more 
prominent in the earlier than in the later 
periods of his ministry. Many of them 
who, at first, cavilled at his doctrine, 
became afterwards his warm admirers 
and zealous friends. One of them, whose 
simplicity surpassed his sagacity, on 
being told that his pastor was a Baxte- 
rian, at once adopted the notion that he 
could not be a gospel preacher, and for- 
sook his ministry accordingly. Some 
time after, he was again led to his old 
place, and found himself so edified, that 
he eould not withdraw any more; and 
gradually became warmly attached to 
the ministry he had formerly rejected. 
Conversing subsequently with Mr. Birt, 
he said to him, “I have found an old 
book, which so much delights me, that 
I am never tired of reading it. It is 
written by one Richard Baxter, of Kid- 
derminster, and is called the Saints’ 
Rest.” When Mr. Birt, smiling, re- 
minded him of his abhorrence of Baxte- 
rianism, he replied, “Oh, Sir, I did not 
know that Baxterian referred to the 
name of any man; I thought it meant 
erroneous preaching.” By degrees these 
annoyances ceased in his own circle, 
and his ministry beeame not only highly 


popular, but exceedingly successful; - 


yet to the last there were those who 
disputed his title as a gospel preacher. 
At this, few who know any thing of the 
judgment and taste in religious matters, 
which prevailed in eertain quarters of 
his neighbourhood, will be surprised. 
Many years after the commencement 
of his ministry, when he was preaching 
in a place of worship not his own, 
though in the same town, an old woman 
who had nursed her ancient prejudices, 
as soon as he had given out his text, 
* Now abideth faith, hope, and charity,” 
&c., exclaimed, in more than a whisper, 
‘“He has been going about with his 
faith, hope, and eharity these twenty 
years, to my knowledge ; what business 
has he to bring his faith, hope, and cha- 
bas ee ry. ; 
hen he entered on his ministry, his 


frame was so slender, and his constitu- _ 


tion apparently so hectic, that many 


gs foreboded its speedy termination. _ 
fter he was thirty, however, he grew _ 
stout and athletic, with great buoyancy — 


of spirits and capability of fatigue; and 
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few ministers have exerted themselves 
more than he, to preach the gospel be- 
yond their own boundary. He frequently 
and regularly preached at several places 
within a few miles of Plymouth Dock, 
to all of which he had to go by water ; 
and was often exposed to great danger, 
especially in returning by night, some- 
times from the roughness of the sea, and 
at others from the chilling air, in an 
open boat, after the exertion of preach- 
ing; and he always so preached, as 
thoroughly to open the pores. 

The town which he most frequently 
visited for this purpose was Saltash, in 
Cornwall, where, for many years, there 
was no evangelical preaching but by 
himself. For a long time he preached 
in a building constructed chiefly of 
wooden planks, near the water-side ; 
and, during those years, he suffered 
much persecution from the fishermen, 
and even narrowly escaped death, from 
a large stone which was thrown violently 
at him. 

On one occasion, when Mr. Birt was 
known to be going to preach at a place 
not very far off, where the gospel had 
not been before introduced, the Saltash 
fishermen were observed to be manning 
their boats, though it was not the state 
of tide for them to “ go a fishing ;” and 
his friends were alarmed by hearing that 
it was for the purpose of going to the 
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place where he was about to preach. 
This alarm, however, was removed when 
the fishermen declared that it was in 
order to protect Mr. Birt ; “ for,” said 
they, “whatever we may choose to do 
to him ourselves, we will not suffer any 
other persons to hurt him.” They went, 
as they intended ; surrounded him while 
he preached; and from that time he 
was no longer molested, either at Saltash 
or elsewhere. 

Mr. Birt eventually succeeded in 
building there a good chapel, which is 
surrounded by a commodious burying- 
ground ; and a Baptist church has been 
formed there for many years. In order 
to raise the money for this purpose, he 
took a begging journey, and thereby 
learnt to sympathize with his brethren 
who pass through that ordeal, and, in 
so doing, “suffer so many things for 
Christ’s sake,” from the haughty de- 
meanour and selfish taunts of those who 
profess the same faith. Mr. Birt was 
not likely to be treated with more rude- 
ness than others, and had a spirit which 
did not readily quail before the eye 
or at the voice of man; yet he had 
sometimes occasion, after having re- 
buked, as became him, the insults he 
received, to retire, in order to relieve by 
tears his almost bursting heart. 


(To be continued.) 


“MY PEACE I GIVE UNTO YOU.”—Joun xiv. 27. 


t Is it freedom from care, the ills of life, 
Its anxious turmoil, vexatious strife ; 


From the toil and heat of the passing day, 


The perils that mark the stranger’s way, 


A heart that can feel not when troubles rise high, 
An eye that can weep not when misery’s by,— 
Is this the peace bequeathed P 


Is it found in the joys of the mirthful crowd, 
Or only hidden beneath the shroud ; 
In the radiant glance of beauty’s eye, 
Or when treasures of gold at our feet do lie ; 
In the bloom of health, the quiet vale, 
The foreign shore, or the hermit’s cell ;— 

Here may this peace be found? 


No; it is peace with the Lord of heaven, 
Rest in his favour, and sin forgiven, 

The spirit of Christ breathed o’er the soul, 
The will resigned to his gentle control ; 
Patience ’mid conflicts, passion at rest, 


A heart prepared for the joys of the blest ;— 
Sees Ah! fhe the peace bequeathed, 
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’Mid the fearful gloont of the martyr’s cell, 

Where the happy spirit unfettered may dwell, 

In blest visions entranced of a brighter sphere, 

In the word of truth, in the hour of prayer, 

In the contrite heart, in the penitent's tear, 

In the cross of Christ, when his likeness we bear ;— 
This sacred peace may be found. 


When death robs the miser of all his gold, 
When the chieftain’s last dread feat is told, 
When vain monarchs are stripped of their proud display, 
When unsanctified genius is hurried away ; 
When the sinner bows down his head to die, 
Whilst the arrows of guilt thick around him fly ;— 
This peace at that hour is not there. 


When death to the saint his summons may bring, 
He comes disarmed of his fatal sting ; 
He comes in the form of celestial love, 
To lead to immortal glory above ; 
How transcendently calm that last repose, 
The parting spirit only knows, 

That this deathless peace sustains. 
When Christ shall appear on the judgment-throne, 
When the sinner’s delusive hope is gone, 
When heart-secrets are stripped of their false disguise, 
When for sin there remains no more sacrifice, 
Despair’s fell chains must bind him down, 
He cannot dare his awful frown, 

Whose offered peace he scorned. 


The saint prepared for that solemn assize, 

At the trumpet’s last blast shall triumphantly rise ; 

The fruition of every hope he will know, 

When Christ upon him his smile shall bestow, 

No cloud will o’ershadow eternity’s day, 

The peace which he gives he will ne’er take away,— 
The peace he once died to bequeath. 


A SABBATH EVENING LAMENT. 


‘Tis true I’ve preached his word to-day, 
And many hearts have felt its power ; 
Youth’s early bloom, and man’s decay, 
Have triumphed in the sacred hour. 
But I no happiness have known, 


= All blighted has my ees been ; 


O God! do not my work disown, 
Nor let my labour be my sin! 


They sung thy praise—my lips too moved— 
0 joy within my spirit dwelt: 
I prayed—no prayer my heart could sooth ; 
I preached—no gospel peace I felt, 
Ah, sad it is when others love 
To hear the words your lips express, 
While dark and saddened thoughts can prove 
You have no help in your distress! 
But if I e’er rejoiced to find 
My feeble lips had blessed a soul, | 
Then, gracious God! oh, let my mind 
Still feel thy power its sins control. 
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I once did love thee—leave me not ; 
But while I all my faults confess, 
Let not my name be quite forgot, 
Nor leave me in the wilderness. 
This moment, at this midnight hour, 
Some sleep in peace my speech has blest ; 
Oh, hard it is, no gentle power 
Can give my anxious spirit rest ! 
If but one wand’rer has returned, 
Led by my hand, to seek thy love: 
I ask, I beg, that joys confirmed, 
Luton. May still thy blissful presence prove ! Henry Buresss. 


A PRAYER ON ENTERING ON A NEW YEAR. 
Drar Jesus, while seasons revolve, 
And hurry me on to the goal, 
May grace my hard heart more dissolve, 
And refine and ennoble my soul. 
May I daily hold more in review 
Those mercies thy love has supplied ; 
And my faint fickle mind prove more true, 
To my Saviour who loved till he died. 
May the growth of thy kingdom impart 
New music and joy to my song ; 
And thy glory lay nearer my heart, 
As the streamlet of life glides along, 
Should darkness envelope my skies, 
May the beams of thy face oft shine through, 
And the joys which that darkness denies, 
Only heighten the beauties I view. 
If prosperity shine on my way, 
And tempt me to linger on earth, 
Do thou drive the false Syren away, 
By the thoughts of my heavenly birth. 


Should friends change as oft as the wind, 
And their love but a bubble appear, 
May it have no effect on my mind, 
~ Than to make my best friend still more dear. 


But should they prove faithful and true, 
And brighten my path with their love, 
May they never conceal from my view, _ 

Those sweeter endearments above. 


Should death come to snap some fond cord, 
And hurry my gourd to decay, — 

Do thou, my Redeemer and Lord, 
Every sigh, every murmur allay. 


If for me the grim tyrant should come, 
May I yield without dread to his sway, 
And hail him as one sent from home, 
To end the fatigue of the way, 2 


And then in the haven above, 

When my tempest-tossed spirit is moored, 
Her freight of thanksgiving and love, 

At thy feet, dearest Lord, shall be poured. 


Yes, I'll praise thee with constancy then, 
And the ardour of Seraphim powers, 
~And my tongue shall excel this poor pen, 
ot _ As the bursts of their rapture do ours. 
- Burton Hall School, near Manchester. W.G. 
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A SoLEMN oath is exacted in our courts 
of justice from every man who under- 
takes to interpret a deposition which is 
made in a foreign language. Whatever 
may be his reputation for integrity or 
learning, whatever his experience in the 
work, the faithfulness of his translation 
must be attested by a sanction as awful 
as that which binds the original witness 
to speak “the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth.” And if an 
oath for confirmation is ever desirable, 
it is in such a case as this; for, sup- 
posing the court to be unacquainted 
with the language in which the testi- 
mony is given, the decision which is to 
take away property, liberty, or life, may 
be determined by the accuracy or in- 
accuracy of the translation. The spirit 
of a transaction is sometimes indicated 
by a single phrase which was employed 
by the party to whom the investigation 
refers; the proof of guilty knowledge 
on the one hand, or innocence of pur- 
pose on the other, may depend on the 
precise meaning of a word: every thing 
in such a case is at the mercy of the 
interpreter. Suppression and interpola- 


| 
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tion may be equally detrimental. How 
anxious will a conscientious man be at 
such a time to make use of terms ex- 
actly equivalent to those which the wit- 
ness has uttered! What irreparable 
mischiefs might ensue, were the trans- 
lator to allow himself to be influenced 
by a pecuniary bribe, or by the par- 
tialities of friendship! He is required 
therefore to swear to “ make true inter- 
pretation of the evidence, according to 
the best of his skill and understanding.” 
Indeed, in cases of a less urgent cha- 
racter, the duties of a translator are 
important and weighty. He is bound 
in honour to give as just a view as he 
can of the meaning of a writer, whose 
opinions he professedly reports. A cele- 
brated author on the continent, whose 
profound learning and patient industry 
have been expended in some laborious 
researches, could not refrain from tears, 
it is said, when conversing recently with 
a traveller from this country, while de- 
ploring the manner in which one of his 
principal works had been presented to 
the British public. He had received, in 
his own apprehension, an injury of the 
severest character, from a_ translator 
whose sentiments, in some points, dif- 
fered from his own, in having his 
opinions incorrectly represented to a 
nation for whom he entertained a high 
regard, and among. whom, above all 
others, he wished to be in good repute. 
No ingenuous mind can contemplate 
without sorrow the painful emotions of 
one who, having devoted years of toil 
to an interesting investigation, regarded 
himself as deprived of anticipated use- 
fulness and honour by the want of skill 
or the party spirit of his translator. 
How solemn, then, is the responsi- 
bility which belongs to him who under- 
takes to translate any portion of the 
sacred oracles! Especially if the origi- 
nals be out of the reach of his readers, 
and his version be the only one from 


which they can learn what divine mercy — 


has revealed, by how many sanctions is 
he bound to.give a view as accurate and 
sg as possible of every sentence 

+h resulted from the inspiration of a. 
holy and a jealous God! The prophet 
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himself was not under more awful obli- 
gation to portray the vision just as he 
saw it, without deduction or colouring 
of his own, or to record the precise lan- 
guage which he heard when the still 
small voice of Deity fell upon his ear, 
than is the translator to give, to the best 
of his ability, the exact image of the 
thought which the prophet actually ex- 
pressed in his own mother tongue. 
“Thou shalt not add thereto or diminish 
therefrom,” is a precept which should 
ever be present to his mind, and im- 
pressed upon his heart. This duty has 
been recognized and acknowledged by 
the most eminent cultivators of sacred 
literature. The translators who have 
rendered most freely have sought to 
fulfil it, as well as those who are most 
literal in their style. “The first and 
principal business of a translator,” says 
Lowth, “is to give the plain literal and 
grammatical sense of his author; the 
obvious meaning of his words, phrases, 
and sentences ; and to express them in 
the language into which he translates, 
as far as may be, in equivalent words, 
phrases, and sentences. Whatever in- 
dulgence may be allowed him in other 
respects—however excusable he may be 
if he fail of attaining the elegance, the 
spirit, the sublimity of his anthor— 
which will generally be in some degree 
the case, if his author excels at all in 
those qualities—want of fidelity admits 
of no excuse, and is entitled to no in- 
dulgence.” 

If the meaning of a word or phrase 
is doubtful to a translator, it may be 
both lawful and prudent to abstain from 
the publication of a rendering which is 
not satisfactory to his own mind. He 
must fill up the vacancy as well as he 
can, and the best way may sometimes 
be to give the original word without 
translating it all. But this is an expe- 
dient which can only be vindicated by 
admitting his ignorance or indecision : 
if he has no doubt of the meaning, he 
ought, to the best of his ability, to ex- 

ress that meaning exactly and fully, 

f others doubt, or differ from him, let 
him hearken to their reasonings; but if 
these produce no effect upon his judg- 
ment—if he continues to be as fully 
persuaded as before of the correctness 
of his opinion, the most solemn sanc- 
tions, connected with his duty to God 
and man, render it imperative upon him 
to interpret the original according to his 
deliberate view of its import. “It is 
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pardonable to be obscure,” says Dr. 
Campbell, “or even ambiguous, when 
it is necessary for avoiding a greater 
evil. I consider it as a great evil in a 
translator, to assign a meaning merely 
from conjecture, for which he is con- 
scious he has little or no foundation. In 
such eases, the method taken by Cas- 
talio is the only unexceptionable method, 
to give a literal translation of the words, 
and acknowledge our ignorance of the 
meaning. For the same reason, there 
will be a propriety in retaining even 
some ambiguities in the yersion. But 
this method ought to taken, only when 
the interpreter, using his best judgment, 
thinks there is ground to doubt which 
of the two senses suggested by the 
words, is the meaning of the author.” 
This eminent critic discusses the sub- 
ject at length, in his Preliminary Dis- 
sertations, with the sound good sense, 
and impartial love of truth, for which 
his writings are distinguished. He shows 
the propriety of retaining ambiguity in 
the version where there is ambiguity in 
the original, and preserving the darkness 
of an expression which was intended 
to be obscure: in the rendering of pre- 
dictions, for-example, he shows that no. 
light should be added by the translator, 
which is borrowed from his knowledge 
of their fulfilment. “At the same time,” 
he adds, “let it be remembered, that 
the case of prophecy is, in a great 
measure, peculiar ; and we have reason 
to think, that there is hardly any other 
case in which we are in danger of ex- 
ceeding in perspicuity. Even in those 
places of the gospel, about the meaning 
of which expositors are divided, there 
is ground to believe that there is no 
intended obscurity in the original; but 
that the difficulty arises merely from an 
allusion to some custom, or an applica- 
tion of some term, at that time familiar, 
but at present not easily discovered. 
Where the translator is in the dark, his 
version ought not to be decisive. But 
where he has rational grounds for form- 
ing a judgment, what he judges to be~ 
the sense, he ought to express with 
clearness.” 

The temptation to blink certain ques- _ 
tions is, however, frequently strong in 
the translation of authoritative docu- 
ments ; and the translators of the in- 
spired volume especially ought to be on 
their guard against this danger, as arising’ 
either from their own prepossessions, | 
or the prepossessions of their friends, 


-in common use. 
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To leave a Greek word untranslated, is 
to withhold from the unlearned reader a 
complete translation of the writing in 
which it occurs. It is to throw him 
back upon other resources for the inter- 
pretation of the passage ; to render him 
dependent for instruction on other 
books, or on living teachers ; to transfer 
him again to the guidance of the clergy. 
It is, as far as that passage is concerned, 
to render the rule of faith, not the Scrip- 
ture but its interpreter, the church. It 
was an expedient, therefore, to which 
the Roman party had recourse, in order 
to keep the laity partially in the dark, 
when they found they could not keep 
them in the dark wholly, but must 
allow them something that should be 
called a translation. The crafty Bishop 
Gardiner, in particular, finding in the 
latter part of the Reign of Henry VIII, 
that to withhold an English Testament 
was impossible, maintained that there 
were many words in the New Testa- 
ment of such majesty, that they were 
not to be translated ; but must stand in 
the English Bible as they were in the 
Latin. A hundred of these he put into 
a written list, which was read in con- 
vocation. “His design in this,” says 
Burnet, “ was visible; that if a transla- 
tion must be made, it should be so 
daubed all through with Latin words, 
that the people should not understand it 
much the better for its being in English. 
‘A taste of this the reader may have by 
the first twenty of them’: ecclesia, 
penitentia, pontifex, ancilla, contritus, 
olocausta, justitia, justificatio, idiota, 
elementa, baptizare, martyr, adorare, 
sandalium, simplex, tetrarcha, sacramen- 
tum, simulachrum, gloria. The ‘design 
he had of keeping some of these, par- 
ticularly the last save one, is plain 
enough ; ‘that the people might not 
discover that visible opposition which 


“was between the Scriptures and the 


Roman church in the matter of images. 
This could not be better palliated, chan 
by disguising these places with words 
that the people understood not.” 

King James the first adopted partially 
the bishop’s ieee when, in the hope of 
ee ig 3 the Geneva Bible, which he 
abhorred, and which was becoming jn- 
creasingly popular, he yielded so far to 
the expressed wishes fof the Puritans, 
as to submit Parker’s Bible to that re- 
vision which produced the version now 
it The learned men to 
whom he committed the work were 


required to do homage to his royal 
wisdom, by compliance with fourteen 
instructions, of which this was the third: 
“The old ecclesiastical words to be 
kept, as the word church not to be 
translated congregation,” &c. And his 
translators, having acted under his gui- 
dance, boasted of the just medium which 
they had observed between popish mid- 
night and puritanical sunshine. They 
say, * We have on the one side ayoided 
the scrupulosity of the puritanes, who 
leave the old ecclesiastical words, and 
betake them to other, as when they put 
washing for baptism, and congregation 
instead of church: as also, on the other 
side, we have shunned the obscurity of 
the papists, in their azymes, tunike, ra- 
tional, holocausts, prepuce, pasche, and a 
number of such like, whereof their late 
translation is full, and that of purpose 
to darken the sense, that since they 
must needs translate the Bible, yet, by 
the language thereof, it may be kept 
from being understood.” 

We will not on the present occasion 
descant on the effect which this reten- 
tion of “ old ecclesiastical words” has 
had on the progress of divine truth in 
this country. This might furnish grave 
matter for remark, if we were engaged 
on some other questions; questions’ on 


which we should have our Presbyterian — 


and Independent brethren on the same 
side as ourselves. But we must put the 
inquiry to our readers, Is this translation, 
made under the guidance of an earthly 
king, or is the Greek text, which was 
written by the apostles, to be the stand- 
ard of faith and practice to the millions 
of India? Will they consent that our 
brethren, who are wearing out their 
lives in exertion to give the heathen the 
word of God, should have rivetted upon 
them any one of the fetters with which 
king James bound his bishops and their 
coadjutors? Are. their consciences to 
be left free, or are they to be shackled ? 


We rejoice that the Baptist missionaries 


have all remained » Considering 
themselves to be set for the defence and 
confirmation of every portion of the 
gospel, maintaining their plea of respon- 
sibility to a. Master in heaven. The 
have been assailed in the most yulner 
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friends whose piety is undoubted, and 
whose benevolence has been amply 
proved. This is indeed a trial of in- 
tegrity, when Christian brethren whom 
you love, whose wisdom you respect, 
and whom you would be delighted to 
gratify, call upon you to give up some 
particle of your principles to the pre- 
servation of unity in a society to which 
you are attached, and to the judgment 
of men whom you honour. To such an 
ordeal, however, Baptist translators have 
been subjected; but each one has re- 
tained his integrity, apparently regard- 
ing himself as sworm “to make true 
interpretation of the evidence according 
to the best of his skill and understand- 
ing. 

The question respecting the transla- 
tion or transference of the word baptizo 
into the Indian languages, is not a ques- 
tion of recent date. In the year 1813, 
writing to Mr. Hughes, the secretary of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
a man to whem it was peculiarly diffi- 
cult to refuse any thing, because of his 
habitual candour and ameenity, Mr. 
Fuller says, “In a letter which istaby 
received from Dr. Carey, he mentions 
having received one from you, inquiring 
in what way certain words were ren- 
dered in their translations. He wished 
me to inform you that they had ren- 
dered BarrifZw by a word that signifies 
to immerse, and éicxorog by a word 
that signifies an overseer.” Mr. Hughes 
replied, “I thank you for the information 
respecting Dr. Carey. The rendering 
which concerns baptism, I might deem 
it proper to exchange for the undefined 


_ one adopted in. our version, especially 
_considermg the circumstances under 
which oriental versions are proceeding. 


'. This however is submitted, with defer- 


~ ence, as an opinion from which, I am 


sensible, wiser and better men decisively 
differ.” The subject, then, attracted at- 
tention a quarter of a century ago; but 
no practical result accrued. Dr. Carey 
persevered in his course, and the Bible 
Society continued to aid him, Within 
the last few years, however, a decided 
stand has been made against the ren- 
dering of baptizo. Episcopos is at. pre- 
sent 5 abeyance; pat tee Bible Society 
has determined to withhold assistance 
from a translation of the New Testa- 
ment, whose general excellence is not 
only unimpeached but freely acknow- 
ledged, unless “the Greek terms relating 
to baptism be rendered, either according 
VOL. I.—FOURTH SERIES. 
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to the principle adopted by the trans- 
lators of the English authorized version, 
by a word derived from the original, or 
by such terms as may be considered 
unobjectionable by the other denomina- 
tions of Christians composing the Bible 
Society.” 

Mr. Hinton’s Letter to Lord Bexley 
on this subject is worthy of his reputa- 
tion for acuteness and mental vigour. 
It gives a condensed but lucid view of 
the question, and illustrates forcibly the 
untenable nature of that position which 
the Bible Society has taken. The whole 
of it deserves to be read by all who are 
interested in the integrity of Scripture, 
and to be circulated throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. We will, 
however, give a few pointed extracts. 


“T have thus far considered the justice of 
the resolution of the Committee ; permit me, 
further, to investigate its expediency. And 
here I maintain that, if it could be justified, 
it could not be shown to be wise. They at- 
tempt to “adjust the difference” wespecting 
baptism, by recommending the transfer of the 
Greek word; but what can they do towards 
adjusting the numerous other differences, doc- 
trinal and ecclesiastical, which exist between 
the different sections of the religious world ? 
There are as stubborn diversities of opinion 
concerning the words érickozoc¢ (bishop), 
apeaBbrepoc (elder), and éxxAnota (church), 
as there can be about Bamrigw (baptize ) ; 
and if the party strife notoriously existing, 
respecting the proper rendering of them, were 
to come before the Committee of the Bible 
Society, are we to suppose that they would 
direct these words likewise to be transferred, 
instead of being translated? What would 
they then do with reraypévoc (ordained), 
and mpoéyvw (to foreknow)? Must these be 
transferred to the language of the pagans too? _ 
And where would they stop? Or where, 
consistently, could they stop, until they had 
forbidden the translation of every disputed 
term, and ordered them all to be transferred 
into every language under heaven? And all 
this to make the Bible intelligible tothe hea- 
then! So, for example, with the passage, 
Acts xiii. 48, ‘As many as were ordained to 
eternal life, believed.’’ Because a Calvinist 
understands the word “ ordained” (reray- 
pévot) as referring to the purpose of God, 
and an Arminian as referring to the dispo- — 
sition of men; the Bible Society Committee, 
upon the case being brought before them, will 
adjudge that the word be not translated, but — 
transferred ; and that the pagans, by way of — 
having an intelligible Bible, be taught that 
‘‘As many as were tetagmenced to eternal 
life, believed”! In the case of Barrifw 


a 


— 


(baptize), the Committee “fall back on the 
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practice of the English version,” But would 
this satisfy the Presbyterian, the Congrega- 
tionalist, or the Lutheran? We have a long 
list of ecclesiastical terms which King James 
ordered our translators to retain, right or 
wrong ; and we know the fraudulent design 
with which zaoya (passover) has been 
translated Easter. Acts xii. 4. And is this 
version to be made in every point the stand- 
ard for all new translations, and its admitted 
errors and defects to be propagated, without 
remedy, under the whole heaven? It is im- 
possible, 

«©T have now done, my lord, with the first 
branch of the alternative offered us by the 
Committee. I come next to the second. 
And if the first is bad, the second is far 
worse. We are recommended to render 
Bamrifw (baptize), by a term ‘which may 
not be considered objectionable by the other de- 
nominations of Christians composing the Bible 
Society.” It would be wrong, doubtless, to 
give unnecessary offence ; nor, so far as ap- 
pears, have our brethren been accused of it. 
The word they have used to denote immer- 
sion, is as inoffensive as any word can be 
which denotes the same thing; while it is 
very well known, that no word meaning im- 
mersion would be considered ‘ unobjection- 
able.’ The recommendation of the Commit- 
tee, therefore, goes upon the principle, that 
the primary object of a translator should be 
conciliation rather than fidelity,—that he 
should seek to please men rather than God,— 
that he should sacrifice truth to love! Strange 
and fearful doctrine! No, Precious as love 
is, it must not be purchased at the sacrifice of 
truth. Nor could any love which is worth 
possessing be purchased at such a cost, A 
man who could make such a sacrifice to the 
good opinion of his brethren would only de- 
serve to be despised, and he would.soon meet 
with his desert. The dignity and value of 
truth, the authority of God, the welfare of 
immortal souls, all forbid this guilty and fatal 
surrender. Most deeply do I deplore that, 
in such an_age as the present, when the 
translation of the holy Scriptures is carried 
on by so many hands, and into so many lan- 
guages, the sentiment on which I am remark- 
ing shoyld have been promulgated, and more 
‘especially from a quarter so likely to be influ- 
ential, With me, denominational consider- 
ations are as nothing, in comparison with my 
desire to extract this element of poison from 
the fountain of biblical translation. In the 
name of all that is honest and faithful, either 
towards God, himself, or his fellow-sinner, lec 
‘every man who is employed in this work render 
every word into what he believes to be its mean- 
ing. In what way else is any translator to 
clear his conscience? Or in what way else 

is any satisfactory approach to be made 
towards giving to the nations the ‘lively 
‘oracles’ of God? 


Bible Society !” 
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“Let it only be supposed that a translator 
of the word of God takes the recommendation 
given him by the Committee, and ponders at 
every step whether the word he is employing 
will ‘be considered objectionable’ by Chris- 
tians of other denominations : what must be 
the result of this? It will introduce into his 
proceedings an element directly destructive of 
his fidelity. Instead of inquiring simply, 
What does the Scripture mean ? he will have 
to ask, What will my brethren like ? Instead 
of conforming his work to the mind of God, 
he will bend it to the views of his fellow- 
Christians. How intolerable this must be to 
men of upright mind! Place an Episcopalian 
translator among Congregationalists, and he 
must not render ékxAnota ‘church,’ nor 
érioxomrog ‘bishop,’ but ‘congregation,’ and 
‘overseer.’ Place a Congregationalist trans- 
lator among Episcopalians, and he must, in 
equal violation of his conscience, say ‘ bishop” 
and ‘church,’ Let but this rule be applied 
to the whole work of translation, and the 
whole body of translators, and it would inflict 
upon them a torture absolutely intolerable. 
They would rise against it as one man, and 
sweep it away with irresistible indignation. 
On such a principlé, no honest man could 
endure the occupation. But this is not the 
worst, A source of corruption would thus be 
opened, within the very fountain of the water 
of life. To the whole extent of this influence, 
the character of a translator would be utterly 
forfeited and destroyed, and he who should be 
a translator, would be composing a work of 
his own; and yet not of his own, but of the 
sentiments of those around him. It would 
be impossible to carry out such a principle 
through a version of the whole Bible, without 
producing a corrupted volume, deserving 
rather to be called a caricature, than a copy 
of the word of God. It would also follow in 
this method, that, while every translation of 
the Scriptures would be corrupt, even these 
corruptions would have no uniformity. As 
the fellow-christians influencing translators in 
different parts of the earth will be of endless 
diversity, so must the translations be; till, 
ultimately, the Bible will be like a chameleon, 
having no colour of its own, but reflecting the 
hues of the objects which surround it. How 
far God would be honoured by such a process, 
or what would become of the purity and au- 
thority of his eternal truth, I need not say ; 
nor will I say more, on so painful a subject, 
than this, that the havoc would be the more 
melancholy, for being, not the achievement 
of the great enemy of God and man, nor of 


to carry into perfect operation the intentions 
of an upright heart ; but the issue of mis- 


leled liberality, the recommendation of the 
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wicked men devoted to his service ; not the 
result.of the infirmities of good men, failing — 


guided friendship, the purchase of unparal- 
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*€ J will now dismiss this resolution of the 
Committee, the first branch of which goes to 
give the heathen no translation at all, the 
second to give them a corrupt one. Iwill 
only add, on this subject, that the operations 
of translators and of printers of existing 
translations, require to be regarded with a 
watchful eye. A disposition to tamper with 
ancient versions already begins to appear 
among some non-immersionist brethren 
abroad. It has been stated by Mr. W. H. 
Pearce, lately from Calcutta, that an edition 
of the Armenian New Testament has not 
long ago been printed at Shuraz, with the 
word Bamrigw (baptize) for the first time 
transferred ; the word, in all former editions, 
having been translated by a term denoting 
immersion. And this at the expense of the 
Bible Society, which aids the printing of the 
edition ! To commence a practice of altering 
the ancient versions, while retaining their 
names, is carrying the matter somewhat too 
far.”-—p. 20, 25. 


The incalculable mischief of tamper- 
ing with ancient versions will awaken 
the attention, we trust, of every biblical 
eritic. ‘The Armenian version is unani- 
mously ascribed to the end of the fourth 
or the commencement of the fifth cen- 
tury ; yet its emendation is but the ap- 
plication of the principle which has 
been desired in reference to the produc- 
tions of our brethren in India. Where 
will the Earle-street committee stop? 
Where will they find an honourable 
halting-place? Safety, honour, useful- 
ness, comfort, all require their immediate 
return to their original course. 


“They have been mistaken in supposing 
that the measures they have adopted would 
preserve peace. They have avoided offending 
their Auxiliary at Calcutta, but they have 
caused long embarrassments in their councils 
--at home, and.given serious umbrage to the 
Baptist denomination. The protest they have 
received must show them how extensively 
this is felt; but it does not by any means 
disclose to them the whole influence of their 
decision. ‘That measure was one of experi- 
ment and of hope ; all ulterior measures being 
held in abeyance, till the effect of the protest 
should be ascertained. The same state of 
suspense still continues, while, perhaps, a 
public discussion of the matter may be in 
progress, and the Committee may be in course 
of learning the opinions of their various con- 
stituencies throughout the country in relation 
to it. But already the minds of many are 
alienated, and the liberality of some is stayed ; 
-and no mistake can be greater, than to sup- 
pose that: a continued adherence of the Com- 
.. mittee to their resolution can consist with the 
prolonged adhesion of the Baptist body to the 
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Bible Society. It is possible that the Com- 
mittee may not care about this. Their high 
patronage, their increasing funds, their esta- 
blished hold on the public mind, may lead 
them to say, in substance, ‘ Let the Baptists 
leave us.’ If it should be so, it will only 
add one to the many instances, in which 
those who have reached a lofty elevation 
have forgotten the means by which they as- 
cended. There was a period when such lan- 
guage would not have been held. I may 
observe, however, that the great question to 
be entertained by the Bible Society is not one 
of wealth, but of character. Its character, 
catholic and noble beyond that of any other 
institution, has hitherto been its wealth, and 
is yet of more value to it than the riches of 
both the Indies. It is yet worth while for 
it to consider whether it can afford to lose its 
hitherto unrivalled loveliness ; to retire from 
its pinnacle of glory, as the institution of the 
whole church, and shrink into one of the 
niches of the temple, as the institution of a 
sect, —THE P£DOBAPTIST BIBLE SOCIETY !” 
—p. 28. 


But the precedent which the British 
and Foreign Bible Society has set, has 
unhappily been followed in America. 
Unhappily? We know not whether 
that word should not be recalled; for 
our Baptist brethren on the other side of 
the Atlantic have acted in the emergency 
with a promptitude and a vigour, which 
render it questionable whether a greater 
amount of good than of evil will not be 
immediately educed. The American 
pamphlets which are named at the head 
of this article, contain accounts of the 
proceedings and results of a magnificent 
meeting which was held last April in 
Philadelphia. About 420 brethren met, 
who had been deputed from twenty-four 
out of the twenty-six States in the 
Union, and, after three days’ delibera- 
tion, organized the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. The following ac- 
count of its origin is extracted from its 
report :— 

«¢ The immediate causes which led to the 
formation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, refer chiefly to the recent acts of the 


American Bible Society, in consequence of a _- 


letter from Mr. Pearce, of Calcutta, inquiring 
whether aid could be obtained in printing the 
Bengalee Scriptures, translated on the princi- 
ple adopted by the American Baptist mission-- 
aries in Burmah. . This document, forwarded 
by Mr. Packard, of Philadelphia, to John C. 
Brigham, Corresponding Secretary of the 
American Bible Society, was by him sub- 
mitted to the board of managers on the 6th 
of August, 1835; and was by them referred 
to a committee, who reported that it would 
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be inexpedient to recommend appropriations, 
until the board should settle a principle in 
relation to the translation of the Greek word 
baptizo. In this report the Board of the 
American Bible Society concurred, and again 
referred the subject to a special conimittee of 
seven ; who, on the first of October, reported, 
in substance, ‘ that it is inexpedient to appro- 
priate funds belonging to the American Bible 
Society in aid of translating or distributing 
the Bengalee New Testament, or any other 
version, containing translations of the Greek 
words baptizo, baptisma, and their cognates,’ 
A counter report was presented by Spencer 
H..Cone (one of the committee), and the 
whole subject was postponed until the next 
regular meeting of the Board, on the 5th of 
November. On that day the consideration 
of the subject was resumed; and after a full 
discussion, and various resolutions, none 
of which prevailed, the whole subject was 
again referred to the same committee of 
seven, a majority of whom, on the 19th of 
the same month, once more presented their 
report, which was followed by a counter report 
from the minority. 

*« At this, and also at the adjourned meet- 
ings on the 3rd of December, 1835, and on 
the 4th of February, 1836, the whole subject 
was again discussed ; and on the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, 1836, after several motions to lay it 
on the table, to postpone, and to give the 
subject into the hands of a new committee, 
the report of the majority, virtually refusing 
to grant that aid which the Baptist missionaries 
solicited, was finally passed by a majority of 
sixteen, ; 

«This act of the Board of the American 
Bible Society is probably unprecedented, un- 
less we look for its counterpart in the doings 
of the Calcutta Bible Society, and of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, in 1833, when, as in the present 
instance, the Baptist missionaries in India 
were denied further aid in printing the Bible, 
unless they would submit to conditions which 
they could not but regard as derogatory to 
mental independence, and requiring them to 
compromise the truth, in accommodation to 
expediency. 

“The adoption of resolutions which ex- 
clude from their patronage all versions in 
which the Greek word baptizo is translated, 
is, in our opinion, at least so far as the Board 
of the American Bible Society can control 
the subject, a determination that the heathen 
shall remain ignorant of the ordinance of 
baptism, or derive their knowledge of it from 
the lips of a missionary, rather than fromthe 
oracles of divine truth, That Baptists never 
can consent either to abandon their scriptural 
and well-founded principles, or to involve 
any part of the Bible in the obscurity of un- 
translated words, was, it is believed, perfectly 
uaderstood by the Pzdobaptist members of 
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the Board; the natural effect of their act, 
therefore, was, either to compel us to sacrifice 
our conscientious convictions on the altar of 
secular interest, or to exclude us from all 
further participation in the funds of the 
American Bible Society, at least so far as our 
foreign translations are concerned.””—Constt- 
tution, p. 29. 


Notwithstanding the length to which 
this article has already extended, we 
cannot withhold from our readers an- 
other statement derived from the same 
source, the latter part of which is truly 
appalling :— 

«© Previous to the year 1290, at which 
time, says Archbishop Usher, the first trans- 
lation of the Bible into the English language 
was made, there seemed to be no immediate 
necessity for a distinct Bible organization 
among the Baptists. Because, although the 
Anglicised Greek word, baptize, was admitted 
into the English language, through the influ- 
ence of the Roman hierarchy, whose emissa- 
ries then swayed a controlling power over the 
literature of the British nation, yet it was 
then almost universally understood to mean 
immersion. And as late as 1611, when King 
James’ translation of the Bible was made, 
the word in question was by no means so 
generally misunderstood, as the present per- 
version of the ordinance of baptism now 
proves it to be. 

‘The consequences of that royal edict, 
which prohibited the translation of ‘the 
ecclesiastical words,’ as they were called,— 
such as ‘ the word chureh not to be translated 
congregation,’ and the word baptize ‘to be 
kept,’ were (we would charitably hepe) not 
anticipated. But to us it appears evident, 
that but for this unlawful interference, painful 
and protracted controversies might have been 
avoided, and unanimity of sentiment would 
have produced harmony and combination in 
effort, favourable alike to the glory of God, 
and the salvation of the world. 

“‘The evils which have accrued from the 
introduction of a single word, imposed by 
foreign influence, and the bigotry of an 
earthly prince, no human mind can compute. 
Nearly all the European versions subsequently 
made, have been conformed to the principles. 
adopted by King James’ translators ; and thus 
a word has been perpetuated from generation 
to generation, the precise meaning of which 
none but the learned could with certainty 
ascertain. And as these versions have in 
most instances been made by Pedobaptists, 
the error of sprinkling has obtained the blind 
and almost universal suffrage of what is called 
the Christian world. This remark applies, not 


only to the English Bible, but to the Galic, 
| the Irish, the Manks, and several other lan- 
guages of Europe ;—the. Esquimaux and the 


aes 


Mohawk, in America. In the Seneca, 


4 
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: 
: 


_ conform to a human standard? 
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word baptize has been translated ‘to sprinkle ;’ | 


in the Icelandic, ‘to wash;? and in the 
Chinese, they have translated it by a word 
(in the Taychew dialect, pronounced soy) 
which Dr. Morrison’s Chinese dictionary thus 
defines : ‘to wash the feet, to wash physi- 
cally or morally, to cleanse.—Also, a vessel 
to contain water.” It is the same word the 
Chinese employ for washing clothes, washing 
the hands, floor, &. But the most appalling 
fact in the whole series is, that which relates 
to the New Testament in modern Greek, re- 
printed by the American Bible Society in 
1833. The following are a few of the in- 
stances in which words dictated by the Holy 
Spirit have been taken from the New Testa- 
ment of our Lord, and other words substi- 
tuted :— 

“In Mark vii, 4: ‘And when they come 
from market, except they baptize, they eat 
not. And many other things there be, which 
they have received to hold, as the baptism of 
cups and pots,’ &c. In this passage, the 
word Barriowyrat (baptize) has been ‘ taken 
from’ the original text, and the word vidOwor 
put in its place. The word Bawricpoug has 
also been removed from this verse, and zAv- 
cipara substituted. The same alteration has 
been made in the eighth verse, where Baz- 
Tigjovg has again been changed into mAv- 
oiwara. Can there be any good reason for 
these changes, when the words Barriopwr 
and Bamrricpara are retained in Heb, vi. 2 
and ix, 102 Does not this fact show that 
the translators knew that the modern Greeks 
understood the word Bazrw, and its deri- 
vatives, as well as the ancient Greeks ? 

‘« But it may be said, that as the words 
yidOwor and wAvcipara mean, ‘to wash,’ 
these changes were introduced to make the 
modern Greek Testament conform to King 
James’ version. If so, we would ask our 
brethren of all denominations, whether it is 
right to alter the word of God, and make it 
We do not 
now inquire, what is the meaning of Bamrt- 
owvrat and Barriopovc ; but we ask, are 
not these the words which the Holy Spirit 
moved the inspired writer to employ? If 
they are, then are not these alterations of the 
original text an impeachment of infinite 
wisdom ? 

“In Luke xi. 38: ‘* And when the Phari- 
see saw it, he marvelled, that he had not first 
washed (baptized) before dinner,” In this 
passage, the word éyip@ has been substituted 
for BamricOy, which is the word the Holy 
Spirit directed Luke to use. 


“In Matt. iii. 38, and other places, év 
vddrt, IN water, has been altered to pe TO 
vepov, WITH water. This change is not only 
in plain contradiction of the obvious sense of 
the original, but is. opposed to the authority 
of all the ancient versions, and several of the 
first English versions. 

“It is further worthy of remark, that in 
the edition published for the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in 1810, Mark vii. 4 
not onlychanges BamwricwyTat into rAupeva, 
to wash, but has a@ glaring addition, viz., the 
phrase ra yeptaroue, ‘ their hands ;’ making 
it read, ‘ Except they wash THEIR HANDS, 
they eat not !’ 

“In these instances, have not the words 
of the Holy Spirit been ‘ taken from,’ and the 
words of man been ‘added to,’ the inspired 
book ?”’— Constitution, p. 24. 


The American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety is formed, and is in active and be- 
neficial operation. It now remains for 
British Baptists to consider what course 
it behoves them to pursue, and to im- 
plore guidance from above. May he 
who gave the command, for the promul- 
gation of which, in common with his 
other commands, we are pleading, im- 
part to his faithful people all the wisdom 
and constancy which the exigence re- 
quires! If it be contrary to the princi- 
ples on which the Bible Society is found- 
ed, that it should continue toact as itacted 
during the first five and twenty years of 
its career—if it be contrary to its prin- 
ciples to allow translators of the highest 
attainments and piety to express in their 
versions what they deliberately believe 
to be the meaning of the inspired text— 
then, deeply as we shall regret it, we 
must sacrifice our attachment to a society 
which we loved forits uniting tendency, 
which we honoured for its extensive 
usefulness, which we believed to be, of 
all human institutions, the most perfect. 
If the principles of the Bible Society are 
not such as to allow of the free exhibi- 
tion of one portion of revealed truth to 
the nations, it does not answer the pur- 
pose which we ‘had fondly supposed 
that divine mercy had assigned it, and 
it must come, sooner or later, under the 
frown of the Lord. 

; 
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Exposition, Doctrinal and Philological, of 
Christ's Sermon on the Mount, according to 
the Gospel of Matthew ; intended likewise as 
aw help towards the formation of a Pure and 
Biblical System of Faith and Morals. Trans- 
lated from the original German of DR. A. 
THOLUCK, Consistorial Counsellor and Profes- 
sor of Theology in the Royal University of 
Halle, and Corresponding Member of the 
Asiatic Society of London, By the Rev. 
Robert Menzies, Foolscap 8vo. 2 vols. 
pp. 612. Price 12s. cloth. 


Professor Tholuck may be regarded as at 
the head of that band of evangelical theolo- 
gians, who are exerting themselves success- 
fully to counteract the Neologism which has 
desolated the churches of Germany. His 
profound erudition and admirable industry 
have enabled him to produce a series of 
works adapted to be extensively useful to the 
class of persons for whom they are designed, 
His exegetical writings are too thickly studded 
with quotations from the ancient languages 
to yield much pleasure or advantage to com- 
mon readers ; but students in divinity will find 
them rich with criticisms which always deserve 
respectful attention, and are often of great 
value. His Exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mount is one of the latest productions of his 
pen ; it occupies the sixth and the twentieth 
volumes of the Biblical Cabinet, and well 
deserves a place in that useful collection. In 
another part of this Magazine we have given 
the paraphrase in which the author embodies 
his views of this important portion of our 
Lord’s ministrations, This may be read with 
advantage by Christians of every class : and 
though it can scarcely be expected that every 
view which this learned foreigner takes of 
the passage should obtain universal reception 
among us, yet it is probable that every one 
who meditates attentively upon what he has 
written, will derive from it an enlarged per- 
ception of the beauty and importance of that 
inimitable discourse. 3 


The Sick Man’s Employ ; or, Views of Death 
and Eternity realised. To which are added, 
Devotional Exercises for the Afflicted; and 
a Sermon on the Important Journey from this 
World to the Next. By JouN FAWCETT, 
D.D. pp: 168. Price 2s, 6d. 


We are glad to meet this little work, com. 
posed more than sixty years since, and pub- 
lished subsequently in connexion with a num- 
ber of other pieces, in a separate form. The 
character of its author, the late venerable 
Dr. Fawcett, of Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire, 
is alone a sufficient guarantee of its excel- 
lence ; but apart from this recommendation, 
the subjeet of which it treats is such as must 
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give it a claim to universal acceptance. Who 
is there among “the sons of clay” whom 
the paralyzing hand of sickness does not 
occasionally remind of his frailty, and of 
the inevitable approach of that period, when 
he will have ‘to go the way of all the 
earth?” The greater part, it is true, are 
so much engrossed by the shadows of time, 
as to be apparently unapprehensive of -the 
realities of eternity: and.hence the kindness of 
those afflictive dispensations by which their 
regards are, as it were, forcibly withdrawn 
from the one, and pointed to the other. While 
smarting under such corrective discipline, this 
little treatise, evidently the fruit of expe- 
rience, will be found extremely serviceable in 
awakening suitable reflections, leading the 
mind to the only source of real permanent 
consolation, and disposing it to profit by the 
sufferings it endures. And even for those whose 
course is at present unbroken and unchecked ,an 
occasional perusal of ‘‘the Sick Man’s Employ” 
will not be out of place. Their views and 
expectations as to ‘* the life that now is” will 
thus be kept within due limits, and a growing 
meetness be obtained for that season of lone- 
liness, and pain, and solicitous looking for- 
ward, which must sooner or later come upon 
them. Who has not often marked, with feel- 
ings of deep concern, the unpreparedness with 
which many, even of the followers of the 
Man of Sorrows, have met sickness and -con- 
finement? Far from haying learnt in the 
period of health and vigour how to suffer, 
they have evinced, when actually passing 
through the fiery ordeal, impatience, peevish- 
ness, and even a preference for “iniquity 
rather than affliction.” Surely this ought not 
to be. The Christian is bound to glorify his 
Saviour in the chamber of solitude, and on 
the bed of pain, as truly as in the active 
engagements of life ; but to do this, he must, 
while hale and flourishing, accustom himself 
to calculate on times of corporeal weakness 
and suffering ; and by meditation and prayer, 
prepare to endure them, whenever permitted 
by his heavenly Father to befall him, with 
Christian resignation and fortitude. Now, 
for this purpose, we would strongly recom- 
mend him to give this treatise a careful pe- 
rusal, and especially to ponder with becoming _ 
seriousness the excellent discourse appended _ 
to it. We would also hint to our more affla- 
ent readers, who are in the habit of caring — 
for the afilicted poor, that the gift or loan of _ 
the work will be found greatly to assist them, _ 
in their self-denying labours. = 


Lives of Eminent Youth, By Bourne HALL 
DRAPER, 1838, ° 32mo., pp. 312. Price 
2s. half-bound, aS 


% 
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The indefatigable exertions of this worthy 
writer on behalf of the young are so well 
known, and so generally appreciated, that it 
is only necessary to say of the present volume, 
that it corresponds in purpose and execution 
with its precursors. The biographical sketches 
which it contains, relate to Edward VI., Lady 
Jane Grey, Crichton, West, J. H. Beattie, 
Sir W. Jones, Sir T. Lawrence, John Bowd- 
ler, Michael Bruce, Thomas Spencer, Zerah 
Colburn, Daniel Parken, W. F. Durant, and 
William Pendered. A few of these persons 
lived to exhibit in matured age the excellent 
fruits of which their youth had given promise, 
but the greater part of them were cut off by 
the cold winds of spring. They were not all 
examples of piety, but all were entitled, for 
some reason or other, to the epithet, “‘ Emi- 
nent.” 


Letters on Frequent Communion. By the late 
Rev. JoHN M. Mason, D.D., of New 
York. With Intruductory Remarks, by the 
Rev. JoHN Morison, D.D. pp. 131, price 
Is. 6d. 


In the Established Church of Scotland, and 
in some of those churches which have sprung 
from it, it is customary to observe the Lord’s 
Supper but once, or at most twice, a year. It 
is then preceded by several preparatory ser- 
vices ; Including fasts, prayers, and sermons, 
and followed by a day set apart for thanks- 
giving. The object of Dr. Mason, in these 
letters, is to dissuade from the onerous con- 
comitants of the ordinance, which he justly 
represents as incumbrances which have no 
scriptural warrant, and to induce a more fre- 
quent celebration of the ordinance itself. In 
doing this, he enforces many principles which 
have been too much overlooked among Chris 
tians of every community. His observations 
on the duty devolving upon us, as disciples of 
the Lord, to review our religious order and 
_usages, and if we find them, in any particu- 
lar, at variance with his appointments, thank - 
fully to own our mistake, and faithfully to 
amend it, are very excellent, and of general 
application. In the introductory remarks, 
Dr. Morison avows his settled conviction, 
‘‘that any unprejudiced student of the New 
Testament, sitting down to examine the Book 
of Acts, and the Apostolic Epistles, for the 


purpose of ascertaining the usages of primi- | 
tive Christians in reference to the eucharist, 


would indubitably reach the conclusion, that 
the first day of the week was invariably de- 
voted to the commemoration of the love of 
their dying Lord.” It is wonderful that the 
churches should be so slow as they are to 
avail themselves of the advantages which 


would accrue from reducing to practice an. 


opinion entertained by a large proportion of 
their pastors. We cordially concur in the 
‘hope, ‘‘ that when primitive simplicity shall 
have been restored to the church, and when 
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her piety shall more consist in an immediate 
and vivid contemplation’ of the death of 
Christ, the day of Christian assembly will 
always be devoted to the commemoration of 
the great sacrifice of the sin-atoning Lamb.” 


The Narrow Way ; or, Cautions and Directions 
for the Young. By WILLIAM DavVIs, Minis- 
ter of the Croft Chapel, Hastings. pp. 76. 


This work is not intended, as might per- 
haps be supposed, to explain the first princi- 
ples of the gospel, but to give practical admo- 
nitions and advice. It cautions the young 
against indolence and the love of pleasure, 
pride, and vanity —a restless and vain curiosity 
—and misconduct of various kinds towards 
others ; and offers many salutary counsels in 
reference to religion, habits, occupations, and 
connexions in society. 


Pietas. Privata ; the Book of Private Devotion ; 
a series of prayers and meditations, with an 
Introductory Essay, chiefly from the writings 
of Hannch More. 32mo., cloth, gilt edges, 
pp. 184. Price 2s. 


In addition to the ‘‘ Introductory Essay,” 
this very neat little volume contains a short 
but useful treatise on private devotion, a col- 
lection of prayers, a series of ‘‘devout medi- 
tations,’ selected from writers of established 
fame, and sundry pie¢es of‘ devotional 
poetry.” Helps to spirituality are peculiarly 
acceptable in an age of bustle and excitement, 
Our young friends will do well to avail them- 


‘selves of the assistance which ‘‘the book of 


private devotion” will afford, 


Christian Responsibility ; or Individual Effort 
for the Conversion of Sinners. By JOHN 
THORNTON, Jun. Eighth Thousand; revisec 
and enlarged. 18mo., pp. 98. Price is. 


We are happy to learn that a work on so 
important a subject has already obtained a 
very extensive sale. The author, we presume, 
is son of Mr. Thornton, of Billericay, whose 
productions have enjoyed for many years a 
considerable share of public patronage. The 
circulation of seven thousand copies of the 
volume now before us sufficiently proves the 
estimation in which it is held. We have only 
to add our hearty recommendation, and to 
express our sincere wish that the author may 
be long spared, and made extensively useful. 
Should he resume his pen, we may be allow- 
ed to suggest to him that condensation and 
vigour are better than diffuseness ; and that a 
good writer will habitually subject his pages 
to a searching revision, and take care to re- 
move all indications of carelessness or haste. 


The Parables of our Lord explained in familiar 
Conversations between a Mother and her 
Children. By the Wife of an Irish Clergy- 
man, 18mo., pp. 207. Price 2s, 6d. 


Works of. this description abound. Their 
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success may be regarded as a good sign of the 
times, Cordially approving of the general de- 
sign and tendency of the book now submitted 
to our judgment (barring here and there an 
Irish Church peculiarity, for which the fair 
authoress may be excused), we must, at the 
same time, enter our decided protest against 
the principle of interpretation adopted in the 
exposition of the parable of the good Sama- 
ritan, The admonition, ‘‘ Go thou and do 
likewise,” clearly shows that our Saviour’s 
intention was to inculcate universal charity 
in opposition to the narrowmindedness and 
bigotry of the Jews. But “the wife of an 
Irish Clergyman”’ sees “a higher meaning in 
it.’ ‘*The wounded man,” she tells us, 
‘‘ represents our fallen nature, travelling down 
to Jericho, the type of destruction, wounded 
by Satan,”’ &c. ; the priest and the Levite are 
the moral and ceremonial law ; the good Sa- 
maritan, ‘‘the blessed Jesus;” the oil and 
wine, his blood and Spirit; the inn, the 
church ; the host, ministers of the gospel ; and 
the two pence, baptism and the Lord’s sup- 
per! All this seems very ingenious, and 
may excite the admiration of the ignorant ; 
but the student in ecclesiastical history will 
remember that some of the most mischievous 
corruptions of Christianity sprung from the 
spiritualizing mania which early infected the 
church, and led men to seek “‘ higher mean- 
ings’ of Scripture, instead of contenting 
themselves with those plain common sense 
methods of interpretation by which ‘the mind 
of the Spirit” is to be ascertained, 


Winter. By RoBERT MuDIE : author of The 
Heavens, The Earth, The Air, The Sea, 
&c., &c. 1837. Foolscap 8vo., pp. 276, 
Price 5s., cloth, boards. 


A seasonable publication unquestionably ; 
and one which is adapted, not to enhance the 
rigours of the season, but to mitigate them, 
It is not a lamentation over the absent plea- 
sures of other times, but an illustration of the 
wisdom with which the changing seasons are 
arranged, and the provision which the sove- 
reign Ruler has mercifully made for the pre- 
servation of vegetables and animals, and for 
the comfort of man, during this, the time of 
nature’s repose, Natural and moral philoso- 
sophy are mingled throughout this work, and 
revelation is every where spoken of with de- 
vout reverence. The tendency of the whole 
is to show, that, as the last sentence declares, 
“though, in gratitude for the stores with 
which the season rewards our labours, we say 
that the year, at a particular season, is 
crowned with the bounty of God; yet; in 
truth, it wears that all-radiant and joy-dis- 
dispensing crown at all seasons and in every 
clime.” The getting up of this book is ex- 
quisite ; the frontispiece and the vignette on 


the title-page are beautiful specimens of the | 


new art of printing in oil colours. 
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A New Derivative and Etymological Dictionary 
of such English Words as have their origin in 
the Greek and Latin Languages, arranged 
according to the number of syllables, with the 
words accented: intended as a guide to a 
thorough knowledye of Scientific, Technical, 
and other Terms in common use. By J. 
RowsBorTHAM, F.R.A.S. 1838. 7s. cloth. 
This little work is well calculated to assist 

the student in acquiring a thorough knowledge 
of his native tongue. It is to be regretted 
that the author was deterred from carrying 
into effect his original intention of introducing 
many terms derived from the German and 
Saxon languages. The English,.as far as it 
is derived fromthe Anglo-Saxon, is nearly 
related to the German; we find, accordingly, 
that a great many words, and a still greater 
variety of forms of inflexion, as well as syn- 
tactical forms, are common to both. 

Many articles might have been advantage- 
ously condensed : a derivative and etymolo- 
gical dictionary was not obliged to furnish the 
chief laws which the pendulum obeys. It 
would be strange if such a work were without 
error: it is certainly a mistake to derive 
Unitarian from “ unitas, unity, and Arius, the 
name of a person who, in the fourth century, 
denied the divinity of Christ ;” Arius has no 
more to do with Unitarian, than with Trini- 
tarian, Sabbatarian, grammarian, or utilitarian, 
These are, however, but spots in a bright lu- 
minary. Itis an excellent book, and may be 
consulted with profit, not only by young stu- 
dents, but also by persons of mature age who 
have not had time or opportunity to acquire 
the Greek and Latin languages. 


On Christian Charity. By the Rev. DANIEL 
KATTERNS. 1838. Price 6d. 


‘* A parting memorial’’ presented to the 
Baptist church at West Drayton, of which the 
author had been pastor, and which he was 
about to leave, to take charge of that at 
Hammersmith. May his former and his new 
connexions both exemplify in their future his- 
tory that brotherly love, the nature and im- 
portance of which are set forth in this warm- 
hearted address ! 


The Exalted Nation. A Sermon preached at 
Wimborne, on the Accession of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria, and at Bere-Regis, before 
the Associated Ministers and Churches of the 
Congregational Denomination in the county — 
of Dorset ; and published at their request. 
By SAMUEL SPINK. 8vo., pp. 46. — 
An instructive sermon. Mr. Spink shows 4 

‘that the christian nations are exalted above 

all others ;’—“‘ that those christian nations 

which possess christianity in its purest form, 
and are most under its influence, are more 
exalted than the rest ;” and that “ahigh mea- 
sure of national piety will lead to the highest: 
and most permanent national happiness.” _ 


“I 


ay 


INTELLIGENCE. 


EUROPEAN CONTINENT. 


HOLLAND. 

The addresses of the pastors of the canton 
of Vaud to the king and clergy of Holland, 
on the subject of the religious persecutions 
in that country, have been laid before our 
readers, The answer of the Secretary of the 
general synod, to the letter of the president 
of the consistory of Lausanne and Vevey, 
is too great a curiosity to be withheld. 


“To Mr. Victor Mellett, Pastor at Aigle, 

President of the Consistory of Lausanne. 

«* Sir, and very honoured brother in Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 

“The letter dated from Lausanne, August, 
1837, to which yours of the 4th October last 
served as an introduction, has fully con- 
vinced the Synodal Commission of the re- 
formed church of the kingdom of Holland, of 
the deep interest which our brethren of the 
canton of Vaud take in the prosperity and 
peace of our churches. This brotherly step 
has, therefore, caused us less surprise than 
satisfaction. We have attributed it to that 
eminently christian spirit which leads all the 
disciples of the pure gospel to consider them- 
selyes as members of the same body, of 
which Christ our Master and Saviour is the 
Divine Head. 

“So touching a token of affection could 
not haye come from a more respectable 
quarter than from our brethren of Switzer- 
land, connected as we are with them by 
unity of faith and by relations of which our 
annals attest the antiquity and intimacy. 

_ ‘Nothing, then, would have been more 
agreeable to the Synodal Commission than 
_to manifest the reciprocal sentiments. which 
animate them; but much more deeply do 


they regret their inability to comply on this - 


occasion with their request. 

“Permit me candidly to acquaint you 
with the motive, the true, the only motive, 
‘which preventsus from making it even a sub- 
ject of deliberation. Our foreign brethren do 
not appear to have been rightly informed res- 
- pecting the true state of things. Had they 
‘obtained exact and impartial information of 
the circumstances relating to the dissensions 
and separations which we mutually deplore, 
they would have seen that their present ap- 
‘plication was not necessary. oes 

“This, Sir, and very honoured brother, 1s 
what I am authorized to communicate to you 
‘in a brotherly and couteous manner. The 
Commission do not the less appreciate the 
principlesand intentions which have dictated 
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the proceedings of our brethren of the can- 

ton of Vaud. 

“* May the God of truth and charity in- 
spire by his grace all those who are sincerely 
seeking the truth with that spirit of charity 
without which all desires and efforts for the 
maintenance or re-establishment of peace 
and concord, the edification of the church, 
and the strengthening of that faith indispen- 
sable to the salvation of our souls will ever 
remain inefficacious. 

** Accept, Sir, and honoured brother, the 
assurances of the high consideration and 
brotherly affection with which I am, 

‘Sir, and very honoured Brother, 

«Your affectionate servant and brother in 

Jesus Christ, 

“Signed, J. J. DERMOoNT, Secretary of the 
General Synod of the Reformed Church 
in the kingdom of Holland.” 

The Hague, Nov. 15, 1837. 


The result of this letter, in the midst of the 
conventional phrases employed to convey 
the refusal, is, that the Synodal Commission 
has not even considered itself bound to put 
in deliberation a letter signed by one hun- 
dred and sixty-four pastors of a church with 
which it confesses itself connected by unity 
of faith, and by ancient and intimate rela- 
tions. You are misinformed, and you had 
better have been silent, is, in fact, what the 
Secretary has been “authorized to com- 
municate in a brotherly and courteous 
manner,” to the one hundred and sixty-four 
persons who signed the address, but without 
one word of more exact information. The 
charitable wishes with which this characteris- 
tic epistle terminates, will affectus more when 
those in whose name they are expressed 
shall cease to sanction persecutions. Archives 
du Christianisme. Dec. 23, 1837. 


SWITZERLAND. 


In thecanton of Appenzell, a joiner haying 
refused to have his child baptized, the grand. 
council carried the child away by force, bap- 
tized it, and afterwards placed it in the asy- 
lum for orphans at the expense of the father. 
Truly there are countries in Switzerland 
where they forget that we no longer live in 
the fifteenth century. Archives, May 27, 
1837. : ; 


TYROL, AUSTRIA. 


In 1829, a religious awakening took place 
among the inhabitants of the valley of Ziller, 
and more than four hundred of them refused 
to take part in the worship of the Roman 

L 
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Catholic Church; but the Government pro- 
hibited these Christians from rendering to 
God outward service in conformity to their 
own faith. They were, on the contrary, es- 
pecially since the death of the emperor 
Francis, the subjects of vexations and op- 
pression of every kind, by which it was 
hoped to weary them and bring them under 
their former yoke. All these efforts were in 
vain, but, at length, the Christians of Ziller- 
thal, having no means of obliging the Go - 
vernment to grant them the free and public 
exercise of their worship, invoked the aid 
and intervention of the King of Prussia. 
In the letter which they sent to him, and in 
which they addressed him in the singular 
number, according to the privilege which 
the Tyrolese have for a long time enjoyed 
with regard to their own sovereigns, they 
eptreated him to grant them an asylum in 
the mountains of Upper Silesia. The King 
of Prussia sent Dr. Strauss, one of his chap- 
lains in ordinary (who must not be con- 
founded with the too celebrated author of 
the Life of Jesus) to Vienna, to treat of this 
affair with the Austrian government. The 
latter consented to the emigration of the 
Protestant families from Zillerthal, and the 
King of Prussia has assigned the village of 
Erdmannsdorf, in Upper Silesia, for their 
residence. The Prussian government will 
defray the expenses of the journey, furnish 
them with land and the necessary imple- 
ments of husbandry, and will provide them 
with food till their fields have produced the 
first crop. The King of Prussia, say the 
German papers, has himself determined the 
place of settlement for his new subjects, be- 
cause the character of this part of the Sile- 
sian mountains bears much analogy to the 
country which they will quit. There is 
something honourable and touching in this 
attention of the monarch, but far more con- 
solatory will be the thought to our brethren 
of Zillerthal, that distance from his God is 
the only real expatriation and exile which 
the Christian knows. We trust that that 
God will-be with them in Silesia as he has 
been in Tyrol, and they will not forget Him 
in prosperity who has sustained them in their 
trials. Archives, Aug. 12, 1837. 

The protestants of the valley of Ziller, 
compelled to expatriate themselves to es- 
eape from the hatred and persecutions of the 
Roman Catholics, have resorted to Silesia, 
near Bohemia, to the number of about six 
hundred. Their estates are advantageously 
sold, Some of them are in comfortable cir- 
cumstances, but many are very poor. The 


reception. The houses which are building 
for them are all constructed on the plan 
of those of their own country. Archives, 
Dec, 23, 1837. 


PRUSSIA. 


The Prussian government persists in its 
persecutions against the Lutherans who re- 
fuse to submit to the liturgy they would 
impose. On the 21st of March last, the 
pastor Grabeau was arrested at Erfurt and 
transported to the prisons of Heiligenstadt. 
Archives, May 27, 1837. 


A pamphlet written in German has been 
transmitted to us on the persecutions expe- 
rienced by the members of the Lutheran 
church in Prussia. The details which this 
contains must grieve all those who know 
that the gospel is not extended by violent 
measures. We heartily sympathize with 
the sufferings of our Lutheran brethren, and 
we pray that they may speedily enjoy that 
religious freedom which they have a right to 
claim from the civil power. Archives, Dec. 
23, 1837. 

PIEDMONT. 

At Nice those of the inhabitants are pu- 
nished who are found guilty of the enormous 
crime of possessing the word of God. A 
young protestant minister, Mr. Buscarlet, 
has distributed a certain number of Bibles 
and New Testaments in this town, and this 
distribution has given rise to the minutest in- 
vestigations. Mr. Buscarlet has been inter- 
rogated by the police on his conduct, a 
report has been sent to Turin, and, in 
obedience to orders received from the 
capital, he has been informed that he must 
quit the kingdom in forty-eight hours, by 
the frontier of France. Nearly five and 
twenty persons have been arrested and im- 
prisoned, because copies of the holy writings 
and other religious books were found in their 
houses. One man, in particular, they tore 
from his bed very early in the morning, and 
threw him into a deep dungeon, without even 
allowing him time to dress. His wife was so 
overcome by this cruel treatment that she 


has fallen into a state of delirium. The po- 


lice are especially severe towards this man, 
because he declares with great boldness his — 
new faith. When Mr. Buscarlet was under- _ 
going an examination. befo ) 
the Bible of the pious ] 
table. There were nui 
which showed the 


the Governor, © 
we on the 


King of Prussia has afforded relief to the | 1 
latter. Dwellings are assigned to them at 
: Brieg and its environs till the fine royal do- | 
main of Erdmannsdorf is ready for their 
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the Word of God, I should think he is very 
little ofa catholic.” Let us pray for the 
' persecuted, that their faith may be purified 
by the fiery trial, and let us also pray for 
the persecutors that their eyes may be open- 
ed, and that they may cease to fight against 
God. Archives, Sept. 9, 1837. 


NEW ASSOCIATION IN THE NORTH RIDING 
OF YORKSHIRE. 


The Baptist brethren in the west part of 
the North Riding of Yorkshire, regretting 
their distance from sister churches, and 
their isolated state in consequence, resolved 
to form an association for this district ; 
several preparatory meetings were held at 
Bedale for the purpose, and on the lith of 
August 1837, the Association was formed, 
consisting of the churches at Bedale, 
Boroughbridge, and Masham. The follow- 
ing resolutions were adopted :— 

I. That an Association at present consist- 
ing of the churches at Bedale, Boroughbridge, 
and Masham be formed, to be called the 
North Riding Baptist Association. 

IT. That the Association meet once a 
year at the several churches alternately. 

ITT. That the business of the Association 
be discharged by a committee consisting of 
the ministers and two messengers from each 
church, the messengers to be chosen yearly 
by the churches. 

IV. That the objects of the Association 
be as follow :— 

1, To consolidate, further, and extend the 
interests of the Baptist denomination in 
this district. <a 

2. To establish and promote a District 
Home Missionary Society, for the support 
of the gospel in these churches, and for the 
promotion of Baptist interests in the prin- 
cipal towns in the neighbourhood. 

3. To inquire into and know the state of 
the churches, in order to which object, letters 
shall be sent by the churches yearly ; stating 
the general aspect-of the church; the number 
of members; the additions; the decrease ; any 
evils with. which the churches may have to 
contend, on which advice and assistance 
may be furnished by the Association; the 
number and prospects of the village sta- 
tions; the state of the sabbath schools. 

4. To address an annual circular letter to 
the churches on some important subject con- 
nected with the welfare of Zion. ; 

5. To hold yearly meetings at which the 
following business shall be transacted. 

On the first day of meeting:— _ 

1, A prayer-meeting of the committee to 
implore the divine blessing. 2. A com- 
mittee-meeting for the discharge of the busi- 


ness of the Association, when letters shall | 


be read ; cases of difficulty considered ; new 
plans contemplated and adopted; and the 
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affairs of the District Home Mission 
arranged, or any other business of a private 
nature. 

On the second day of meeting :— 

1. A public prayer-meeting for the revival 
of religion. 2. A sermon on behalf of the 
Home Society of the district. 3. A revival 
meeting ; when addresses shall be delivered 
to various classes, and on various subjects. 

In the afternoon and evening, collections 
to be made on behalf of the District Society. 

The brethren met on the 12th of October, 
when the above resolutions were again read 
and agreed to; the annual meeting was fixed 
this year to be held at Bedale, November the 
8th and 9th; brother Douglas, of Hamsterley, 
to preach; brother Johnstone, of Borough- 
bridge, to write the circular letter; and brother 
Atty, of Bedale, to be treasurer of the Asso- 
ciation fund; brother Johnstone, Secretary. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, November 
8th and 9th, the first annual meeting was 
held. On Wednesday at half-past. six 
evening, private meeting. Brother Hither- 
say, of Kilham, then supplying at Masham, 
prayed; Brother Johnstone, of Borough- 
bridge, chosen moderator ; letters from the 
churches read ; the circular letter drawn up 
by brother Johnstone, ‘‘On the Necessity of 
Union, System, and Liberality in our Efforts 
to promote the Cause of Christ” wasread, and 
ordered to be printed. ~ Several-resolutions 
were passed, as, that bible classes be com- 
menced immediately in all the churches, &c. 
On Thursday, public meetings were held; 
forenoon, a prayer-meeting for a revival; 
it was a season of refreshing. Afternoon, a 
sermon was preached by brother Hithersay, 
from James v.19, 20. Evening, arevival-meet- 
ing ; addresses were delivered to the sinner, by 
brother Brame, supplying at Bedale; to the 
saint, by brother Hithersay; to the young, 
by brother Johnstone ; to the old, by brother 
Morley. It was indeed a revival meeting ; 
the chapel was crowded to excess, and a 
good feeling seemed to pervade the whole. 
The collection amounted to £5 11s. 10d, 

‘The next Association meeting to be held 
at Boroughbridge, in the first week in May. 
Brother Crook, of Hebdenbridge, to preach; 
the circular letter to be on the subject. of 
“System,” in Answer to the Inquiry, “ What 
is the best System for the most Successful 
Management of the various Departments of 
Zion ?” 
Dishforth, near Boroughbridge. 

Dec. 11, 1837. 


JUBILEE AT ST. PETER’S, THANET. 


Tue Rev. Thomas Cramp having com- 
pleted the fiftieth year of ministerial labour 
in his native village, the event was cele- 
brated by. the church and congregation op 
Thursday, Nov, 16, 1837. 


F. JOHNSTONE, Secretary. 


— 


— 
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A meeting for prayer and thanksgiving 
was held in the morning. Mr. Cramp 
preached in the forenoon from Acts xx. 32 
—35, and took occasion to advert at some 
length to the occurrences of the last fifty 
years, particularly with reference to the 
origin and progress of the Baptist interest 
at St. Peter’s. After dinner the Sunday- 
school children were introduced, and each 
of them received a reward-book from their 
pastor, accompanied by appropriate exhor- 
tations. |The teachers were presented with 
copies of the memoir of Harlan Page, an 
interesting volume published by the Reli- 
gious Tract Society. In the evening a 
public meeting was held, at which A. Flint, 
Esq., of Canterbury, presided; when a con- 
gratulatory address was presented to Mr. 
Cramp, numerously signed by the members 
of the church and congregation, accompanied 
by a gift, in testimony of gratitude and 
esteem, consisting of the following books, 
handsomely bound, viz:—the Condensed 
Commentary, Andrew Fuller’s Works, in 
five volumes, and the Life of Dr. Carey. 
Sundry resolutions were then proposed and 
carried, in supporting which the meeting 
was addressed, in a very interesting and 
impressive manner, by the Rev. T. Scott; 
E. Davis; J. Paul (Indep.); T. Davis; 
D, Pledge; and H. Hickman (Wesleyan), 

Although the day was excessively wet, 
the congregations were large. Several friends 
travelled considerable distances (upwards 
of thirty miles) in order to be present on 
the occasion, and thus testify their regard 
to a long-tried and devoted labourer in the 
vineyard of the Lord. 

Three years ago the place of worship oc- 
cupied by the church at St. Peter’s was 
rebuilt in an enlarged form, at an expense 
of upwards of £600. The sum of £75 
being still unpaid, it was resolved -to in- 
crease the pleasure of the day by extin- 
guishing the debt; and the resolution was 
happily carried into effect. 

_ The following extracts from the address 
above mentioned, may be interesting to the 
readers of the Magazine :— 

“Allow us to remind you, dear Sir, that 
of those who occupied stations of usefulness 
in this island fifty years ago, you only are 
left. We find you this day where the 
fathers of some of us saw you half a centur 
since, This village has been favoured wit! 
your disinterested and self-denying efforts 
from the commencement of those efforts 
until now. While others have been called 
to lament the removal or death of their spi- 
ritual guides, we have been spared the 


pangs. of separation, and rejoice that still | 


“our eyes see our teacher.’ 
_ “And to you, dear Sir, has fallen a rare 
and uncommon lot, You are ‘a prophet 


receiving honour in your own country,’ 


| prayers, that God may “be merciful unto us, _ 
and bless us, and make his face to shine 


- 


Your fifty years of labour have been spent 
in your native village. The companions 
of your childhood and youth have received 
from your lips the instructions of wisdom. 
Here, in your own home, you are ‘ accepted 
of God, and approved of men.’ ” 

May the latter days of our aged friend 
be cheered by heavenly consolations, and 
distinguished by a plentiful outpouring of 
the Spirit, both on himself and on the 
people of his charge ! 


SHELFORD, 

A few Baptist ministers in the county of 
Cambridge, feeling deeply impressed with 
the importance of seeking a revival of the 
power of true religion in their respective 
churches and congregations, having con- 
sulted together, resolved to co-operate with 
each other in the use of such means as 
might appear calculated, under the Divine 
blessing, to promote this important object. 

The first step taken in pursuance of this 
resolution, was a public meeting held at 
Great Shelford, on Tuesday evening, 19th 
Dec., 1837, when they were favoured with 
the presence and assistance of several mi- 
nistering brethren of the Independent de- 
nomination. The following was the order 
observed in the engagements of the even- 
ing. - 

After singing, Rev. J. Burgess (Indep.) 
engaged in prayer; Rev. W. W. Cantlow, 
pastor of the church, stated the object of 
the meeting; and Rev. R. Roff, of Cam- 
bridge, delivered an address on ‘‘ The Na- 
ture and Importance of Revivals; Mr, 
Flood, of Melbourne, gave out a few verses 
and prayed; Rev. T. Kirkness (Indep.) 
addressed, on ‘‘ The Necessity of the In- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit ;” and Rev. W. 
Hancock, of Harston, on “ Decision of Cha- 
racter.” Rev. R. Roff gave out a hymn, 
and engaged in prayer: Mr. Flood gave an 
address to the Young; and Mr. W. Bur- 
gess (Indep.) on “The Importance of at- 
tending prayer meetings ;” the pastor of the 
church concluded with prayer. = 

The addresses were brief, plain, and 
pointed ; the prayers, earnest and affectionate, 


-and directed mainly to the special object of 


the meeting. The attendance was large; a 
deep solemnity seemed to rest on the minds 
of the whole assembly. Many found it 
good to be there, and some it is hoped, felt 
as they never felt before, the unutterable im- 
portance of seeking a personal and experi- 
mental acquaintance with the power of vital 
godliness. It is intended, with Divine per-. 


mission, to hold further meetings of a simi 3 


lar kind in other places, May all that desi 
the prosperity of Zion help us by th 


pa 
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upon us!” = 


= 
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ORDINATIONS. 
RHYMNEY, MONMOUTHSHIRE, 


On Wednesday, Oct. 10, 1837, the Rev. 
W. Evans was ordained assistant pastor to 
the Rev. M. James, over the Baptistchurch, 
Rhymney, Monmouthshire. 

The Rev. W. Thomas, of Newport, con- 
ducted the introductory part of the service; 


the Rey. C. Thompson, of Tredegar, asked | 


the questions, and offered the ordination 
prayer, after which, he addressed the minis- 
ter from 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2; the Rey. E. Oliver, 
of Ebbervale, preached from Dan. vi. 26; 
and the Rey. R. Edwards, of Dinas, from 
Ps. xix. 7; the Rev. M. James, led the 
devotional exercise at the commencement. 

The above is a Welsh Baptist church, but 
English residents and members having con- 
siderably increased, it was found necessary 
to have English services, and to this espe- 
cially, Mr. Evans, has been appointed. The 
prospect of usefulness and increase is most 
encouraging, 


CAMBRIDGE. 


The Rev. Robert Roff, late of Swansea, 
has accepted the invitation of the Baptist 
church and congregation, St. Andrews 
Street, Cambridge, late under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. Joshua Gray, and com- 
menced his pastoral labours there on the 
19th of November last. 


SCARBOROUGH. 


The Rey. B. Evans, who, on account of 
ill-health, was compelled some months ago 
to resign his charge as pastor of the church 
at Scarborough, we are happy to say is so 
far recovered as to be able, at the earnest 
request of the church, to resume his labours; 
Mr. E. has, therefore, again become their 
pastor. 


SMARDEN. 


On the sixth of December, 1837, Mr. W. 
Syckelmoore, late master of the British 
School, Maidstone, was publicly recognised 
as pastor of the particular Baptist Church at 
Smarden, Kent. A statement of the reasons 
of Dissent from the national church, having 
been made by the Rey. T. Davis, of Ash- 
ford, and prayer having been offered by the 
Rey. T. Scott, of Brabourne, a sermon was 
addressed to the pastor, by the Rev. W. G. 
Lewis, of Chatham, and one to the people, 
by the Rey. W.. Shilling, of Bethersden, 
The attendance was large, and the service 
solemn. This church, which is one of the 
oldest in the county, there being entries in 
its books as early as 1640, and which is 
considerably endowed, has long been in a 
low condition, May it now revive and 
prosper ! 


RECENT DEATHS. 


REV. J. R. BLAKELEY. 


Early on Lord’s-day morning, Noy. 19, 
18317, the Rey. John Rix Blakeley, of Wor- 
stead, Norfolk, departed this life, in the 
49th year of his age, sincerely and deserved- 
ly esteemed and regretted; having been 
pastor of the church in that place, for four 
years, and previously, a member seventeen 
years. His affliction, which lasted eighteen 
weeks, was of the most distressing kind : 
his disease superinduced such a complete 
prostration of strength, that he lost the en- 
tire use of his limbs, and was incapable of 
any other motion, as he lay upon his bed, 
than that ofa gentle inclination of his head, 
from one side to the other. This extreme 
debility was accompanied with very violent 
pain, with but little relaxation from suffer- 
ing, and gradually increased till he sank into 
the arms of death. He bore his affliction 
with the utmost calmness, and with the most 
unshaken confidence in the divine wisdom 
and mercy; he was “sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing ;” his death was more than happy 
—it was triumphant. His affectionate dis- 
position, his fervent piety, his blameless 
character, his indefatigable labours, will not 
soon be forgotten by the church and congre- 
gation over which he presided, nor by nu- 
merous frrends in the neighbourhood, who 
had the happiness of knowing him. He 
has left a widow and six children to lament 
his loss. May his God be their God; sup- 
port and guide them through life; and may 
their latter end be like his! 


REY. E. FRANCIS. 


‘Died on Friday, the 12th Jan., aged 55 
years, after a long and fearful illness, which 


_he bore with exemplary patience and Chris- 


tian fortitude, the Rev. Edward Francis, 
the gratuitous and affectionate pastor of the 
Baptist church in Hereford. 

This truly excellent man, for more than 
twenty years, laboured with singular devo- 
tedness and zeal, in the cause of his Divine 
Master. About ten years since, he collected 
together in a small room obtained for the 
purpose, a few pious people, and formed a 
church on the principles of believers’ bap- 
tism, to whom he continued to preach the 
word of life with considerable success, 
while his health and strength permitted. 


Within the last few months, the church and _ 


congregation removed to a large room, used 
as an infant school, the private property of 
a lady of the Establishment, who kindly 
lent it for that purpose, With the assistance 
of a few friends, anxious for the establish- 
ment of the Redeemer’s cause in this city, a 
neat and commodious chapel has been com- 
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menced, and nearly completed. The foun- 
dation-stone of this building was laid by 
Mr. Francis, and that was the last public 
service in which he was enabled to engage. 
On that occasion, he addressed the assembly 
with peculiar animation, it being the object 
he had long sought and earnestly prayed 
for. The chapel, it is expected, will be 
opened in the month of February, when it 
would have been peculiarly delightful to 
have had the presence, if not to have enjoy- 
ed the services, of one who has so long and 
faithfully laboured for its establishment. 
Mr. Francis died as he had lived, distin- 
guished by the exercise of every Christian 
grace, and enjoying a sweet tranquillity of 
spirit, produced by a firm reliance on the 
merits of his Redeemer. His remains are 
deposited by the foundation-stone which he 
laid with so much pleasure, but a few 
months since. 


REV. §. CORNFORD. 


. Died, Dec. 24, 1837, the Rev. Samuel 
Cornford, pastor of the Baptist church meet- 
ing in Bethel Chapel, Maidstone. Mr. 
Cornford was forty-five years of age, and 
has left a widow, three sons, and a daughter, 


PROFITS OF THE MAGAZINE. 
HALF YEARLY DISTRIBUTION. 

Tue Proprietors have had the pleasure at 
their late meeting, of voting assistance to 
the widows whose initials are subjoined. 
These have been selected from very nume- 
rous applicants; and, though specific reasons 
cannot with propriety be assigned for the 
omission of names, yet, it may be right to 
say that special regard has been had to the 
claims of age, and that applicants from 
eighty-four years of age to fifty have fur- 
nished an ample list. Widows who. have 
received aid at this time will not be eligible 
again before next December. Applications 


should be post paid, 
RECOMMENDED BY, 

Ooh Secoocineen Benjamin Thomas, 
Ce eae William Wood. 
4, ..eeeee08 Ellis Munsey. 
et F. A. Cox. 
A Sos:e vie 56.07 . James Puntis. 
Binkireeh sy Timothy Thomas. 
CATE William Rogers, 
Sr 0.44 +... Thomas Jenkins. 
Bi Accmies 0. B. Ulph, 
ens +..++ Thomas Price. 


+eeees Daniel Wilson. 
seoees James Edwards, 
++ses. Joseph Harbottle. 
4...0..08.. William Gray. 
3.....0.... Thomas Morris. 
v6 sieiduterbars J. Whittemo' 


Bios enng 6 D. M. Thompson. ~ 
Boren »»..» Benjamin Price. 
Carrs ++... John Kershaw. 


Beseeeeeeee Jolin James, _ 
3.....+.... Timothy Thomas, 
3....+4e. « Hugh Jones, ~ 

GaN ot cree » Thomas Finch. 


| having been appointed to inquire into 
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EDITORIAL POSTCRIPT. 


Tue Eprtor is obliged and encouraged by 
the approbation of the January number, 
which has been expressed in letters from 
many of his ministering brethren. The 
practical kindness which some have shown 
in their efforts to extend the circulation of 
the work is especially cheering. One who 
resides in an eastern county writes, “ I am 
happy to say, that in my own congregation, 
where last year only four copies of the 
Magazine were taken, sixteen or seventeen 
have been taken for the present month, and 
will, I hope, continue to be taken.” Ano- 
ther, in the west, says that he has obtained 
seventeen or eighteen new monthly sub- 
scribers, and hopes to add half a dozen more 
to the list in a few days. If the ministers 
of the denomination generally pursue this 
course, they will soon enable the proprietors 
to make further improvements, and will 
materially aid the widows of their departed 
fellow-labourers in the kingdom of Christ. 
Perhans, it may be allowable to add, they 
will by so doing promote the spiritual inter- 
ests of the churches. 


An erratum occurs in our last, in the 
review of Umbreit and Lee on the book of 
Job, which though small to the eye, is im- 
portant to the sense. The word ‘* He” 
should have been “ Lee,” in the twenty-fifth 
line of the seventeenth page. Our readers 
will correct this in their estimate of the 
comparative merits of the two valuable 
works under consideration. The statement 
should have been this—‘ Umbreit’s version, 
or rather Gray’s translation of it, is by far 
the most free and elegant. Lee adheres 
closely to the original, and by his adoption 
of short and genuine Enelish words, has 
attained a dignified simplicity which is at 
once pleasing and forcible.” 


The Committee of Deputies of the Pro- 
testant Dissenters presented a Report to the 
General Meeting on the 27th of December 
last, which, were it transferred to our pages, 
would occupy more.space than can be con- 
veniently spared. It may be found entire in 
the Patriot of January the eighth, to which 
we must refer our readers for the retrospect 
which it takes of civil transactions affecting 
the Dissenters during the past year. Two 
passages, however, are sufficiently important 
to be distinguished from the rest ; one, which 
relates to the final closing of the Suppl 
mental Register of Births at Dr. Willia 
abi seen took place on the thir 
day of December: the other, which 
attention to a projected measure for prom 
ing universal education. A sub-com 


, ee 


nature and details of Lord Brougham’s 1 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT, 


for promoting Education in England and 
Wales, ‘‘ Your Committee,” says the Re- 
port, ‘concurred in opinion with that sub- 


_ committee; and while lamenting that, not- 


withstanding the efforts that have been 
made, the present means of education are 
quite inadequate to the wants of the popula- 
tion, your committee regretted to find, on 
examining Lord Brougham’s Bill, that the 
large powers which it proposed to invest in 
the commissioners, are not guarded and 
restrained by any provisions protecting from 
infringement the rights of conscience, and 
the just claims of Protestant Dissenters.” 


’ The hundred and thirty-fourth number of 
the Edinburgh Review, just published, con- 
tains an elaborate historical article on Church 
Revenues and Church Rates, to which many 
of our readers will thank us for directing 
their attention. It occupies thirty pages, 
and appears to be the result of much re- 
search. Some who have not access to the 
work will be glad to see a summary of its 
views, which the writer himself furnishes at 
its close. He says, ‘‘ We have shown, 1. 
That in England, as in other christian states, 
churches were for many centuries repaired, 
and the expenses of religious worship de- 
frayed out of ecclesiastical funds set apart 
for these purposes ; which funds are still en- 
joyed by the established clergy, or by lay 
impropriators possessed of what was for- 
merly church property. 2. That churches 
continued to be repaired, and the expenses 
of public worship to be defrayed out of these 
funds, after the commencement of legal 
memory, and consequently that no subse- 
quent custom, introduced by the ecclesias- 
tical courts, can create a liability at common 
law, imposing on parishioners the obligation 
to discharge these burdens. 3. That no 
statute law has imposed these burdens on 
parishioners. 4. That although for ages 
churches have been repaired, and the ex- 
_-penses of public worship defrayed by church 
tates, this has been done by voluntary as- 
sessments, made from time to time, as occa- 
sion required, by the churchwardens and a 
majority of the parishioners assembled in 
vestry, and inno other way. 5. That spiri- 
tual censures are the only means of coercion 
which the wisdom of the law has intrusted 
to ecclesiastical courts. To these conclu- 
sions we may add (what is admitted on all 
sides), that when the ecclesiastical autho- 
rities have attempted to impose church rates 
on a refractory parish, by appointing com- 


missioners to rate and tax the parishoners, | 


their attempts have been repudiated, and 
their commissions declared illegal by the 
courts of law. The substitution of church- 
wardens for commissioners appears to be no 
less an encroachment on the ancient right of 


the parishioners to assess themselves ; and 


- 
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after the judicial declarations of Lord Lynd- 
hurst and of Baron Baillie from the bench, 
there seems no ground or pretext for this 
novelty.” 


The leading article in the Eclectic Review 
for January is a lucid exhibition of the con- 
trariety of Religious Establishments to the 
Genius and Designs of Christianity. The 
inexpediency of a state church is shown by 
a reference to the general character and 
habits of the: men in whose hands the high- 
est ecclesiastical appointments are invested ; 
the want of provision for personal piety in 
the supreme head of the church, to whom 
the spiritual vicegerency of Christ’s kingdom 
decends as an heir-loom; the unfitness of 
legislative assemblies for the discussion and 
regulation of ecclesiastical affairs; the pre- 
judicial influence of the support derived 
from taxation ; the theory of such an insti- 
tution that the nation is the church; the 
coercion employed in its behalf; the hind- 
rance it causes to the general communion of 
saints ; and the obstacle to the spread of 
the gospel arising from the principle that 
all civil governments are bound to provide 
and maintain a religion for the whole popu- 
lation. If this article were reprinted and 
circulated as a separate tract among pious 
episcopalians, it would be likely to do much 
good. Sse 


The Central Negro Emancipation Com- 
mittee has issued a stamped publication in 
the form of a newspaper, which is to be 
published once a fortnight, to exhibit the 
apprenticeship system in its true character, 
and excite to active exertions on behalf of 
the unhappy victims of colonial cruelty and 
fraud. This work, called The British Eman- 
cipator, gives an account in its last number 
of a large anti-slavery meeting at Norwich, 
respecting which it observes, that the most 
striking feature in the proceedings was the 
presence of Mr. Fowell Buxton, who took 
an active part in promoting the objects of 
the meeting. We are glad that Mr. Buxton 
embraced this opportunity to declare openly 
his hatred of the apprenticeship, and his 
belief that it ought to be immediately abol- 
ished ; but must do that gentleman the jus- 
tice to say, that we never doubted the cor- 
rectness of his feeling on the subject, or 


understood his language as opposed to these 


views. An admirable letter from the vener- 
able Thomas Clarkson appears also in the 
same number, cordially concurring in the 
propriety of seeking the immediate aboli- 
tion of the apprenticeship, and saying, ‘‘Our 
present petitions cannot but havea desirable 
effect.” If the British public would but 
express itself as distinctly and audibly in- 
favour of the abolition of the apprentice- 
ship, as it did five years ago in favour of 
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the abolition of the system then existing, 
we have no doubt that the object would be 
gained. We think we can discern some 
favourable symptoms in very high places. 
But nothing will be.done unless the public 
arouse itself thoroughly. Will the friends 
of humanity bestir themselves? Will the 
reader do his part ? 


Some of the American papers contain a 
lamentable account of the assassination of 
the Rey. Elijah Lovejoy, at Alton, U.S., 
on the 7th of last November. Mr. Lovejoy 
edited the Alton Observer, in which the 
rights of black and coloured men were ad- 
vocated. His press had been tumultuously 
destroyed ; a new one was purchased, and, 
having been landed, was deposited in a 
warehouse on the wharf. Under the sanc- 
tion of the mayor, Mr. Lovejoy and his 
friends maintained watch in the warehouse 
with arms, to defend their property. <A 
band of desperadoes attacked them; the 
roof of the warehouse was set on fire; 
muskets were used on both sides, and 
several persons fell. Mr. Lovejoy received 
three balls in his breast, and died on the 
spot. 


The invisible opponent of all good seems 
to be unusually active in different quarters 
of the globe. The directors of the London 
Missionary Society have just published an 
affecting account of the severe persecutions 
which the native Christians are sustaining 
in the island of Madagascar. Notwith- 
standing the prohibition of Christian wor- 
ship by the queen, a few were in the habit 
of meeting on the Sabbath, on a mountain 
at some distance from the capital, for the 
purpose of reading the Scriptures, singing, 
and prayer. These have been lately de- 
tected. Fifteen were apprehended, and 
condemned to the utter and final loss of 
liberty, never to be redeemed by their 
friends ;_and with the further stipulation, 
that if transferred to other masters, it should 
be on the condition of their being compelled 
to labour from morning to night, to the 
utmost limits of their strength. Their pro- 
perty was also confiscated. Of those who 
were married, their wives and children, 
whether professing Christianity or not, were 
reduced to slavery, but with the mitigating 
circumstance of permission to be redeemed. 
The total number thus affected is said to 
amount to nearly one hundred. One excel- 
lent woman, a person of some distinction, 


was condemned to die at the place of com- | 


mon-execution. ‘‘ Here she continued to 
pray and to exhort all around her to believe 
in Jesus Christ, even till the executioner’s: 


_ Spear, thrust through her body, deprived | 
: | Walford, 18, St. Paul’s Churchyard. 


her of the power of utterance!” 


_to Bengal ; professor of oriental lan, in th 
college ores Bree 


NOTICES. 
LITERARY NOTICES. 


In the press. 

A Seviecrion or Hymns for the use of Bap- 
Tist CONGREGATIONS, intended as a Supplement 
to Dr. Watts’s Psalms and Hymns; the tenth, 
being an improved and enlarged edition of THE 
New SEvEcTIon. In compliance with the advice 
of many respectable ministers, this Volume is en- 
riched by the addition of about a hundred hymns, 
chiefly old and well known compositions. It is 
believed that the book, as now about to be pre- 
sented to the public, will secure the approbation 
of the churches generally; and thus become, in 
an increased degree, a valuable source of aid to 
the widows of deceased ministers and mission- 
aries, to whom the profits are annually devoted. 


We understand that the author of the History 
of the Waldenses (Mr. W. Jones), has in the press, 
the third and concluding volume of his “‘ Lectures 
on Ecclesiastical History,” bringing down the sub- 
ject to the present time. He proposes issuing it in 
monthly parts, the first of which will appear on 
the ist of February. 

Memorials of a Beloved Friend; or, ‘A Brief 
Sketch of the Life of Mary Napier Lincolne. By 
Elizabeth Ritchie. _With an Introductory Essay 
by Mrs, Henderson. 

China; its State and Prospects, with especial 
reference to the diffusion of the Gospel. By W. 
H. Medhurst, twenty years a missionary to the 
Chinese. In one volume 8yo. Published by John 
Snow, Paternoster Row. 

British Ecclesiastical History; including the 
Rise, Progress, and Present State of every Deuo- 
mination of Christians in the British Empire, 
from the introductien of the gospel into Britain 
to our times. By T. Timpson, author of the 
“Companion to the Bible,” Church History 
through all Ages,” &c. In one thick volume 12mz2, 
in February. , 


Hints to Young Christians on Active Efforts in 
the Sayiour’s cause. By B. Evans. 


Preparing for early publication, under the pa- 
tronage of the London Missionary Society, A 
History of Madagascar, in connexion with the 
Protestant Mission; from its commencement in 
1818, to the present tine. With an account of the 
country, the religion,smanners, and customs of . 
the inhabitants, principally in the interior. By the 
Missionaries on the Island. Edited by the Rev- 
Wm. Ellis, author of « Polynesian Researches.” 
In two vols. 8vo., with maps and plates. Price 
not to exceed 30s, Subscribers’ names received by 
Fisher, Son, and Co., Lendon. 


A new volume by Mr. Maunder, on the plan of 
his « Treasury of Knowledge,” entitled, The Bio- 
graphical Treasury, &c. &c., which is said to 
contain about ten thousand memoirs of eminent 
Persons of all Ages and Countries, brought down 
to the time, will appear during the month. Inde- 
pendent of the ¢* Lives,” there are about 3500 Max- 
ims and Precepts, arranged in a similar manner 
o those in the preceding year. : 

_Thoughts on the Past and Present State of Reli- 
gious Parties in England, including the substance 
of a Discourse delivered at Union Street Chapel, 
Southwark, January 2, 1838, by ProfessorVaughan, 

A tee Just published. = 
_ Memoir of William Carey, D.D., late mi 


William, Calcutta, By Eus 
Carey. Second edition. London : Jackson ron 
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Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully received at the 
Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London; or by any of the 
Ministers or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


CALCUTTA. 
[Continued from p. 3.] 
We regret to add, that the improvement 


. in Mrs. E’s health was but very temporary, 


_ August last. 


and it soon became so seriously impaired, 
that a short sea voyage was recommended 
as the only probable means of her recovery. 
On this subject we quote a few paragraphs 
of a letter from Mr. Thomas, under date of 
After stating that Mrs. E. had 
been for several months the subject of illness, 
apparently resulting from an attack of 
Cholera, he adds :— 


“The complaint has now taken so serious a form, 
that nothing short of a sea voyage is considered 
likely to afiord any relief: and if that be long de- 
layed, there is no other prospect but death in a 
short time. They have had sicknessin their family 
also; James has been so ill as to make it doubtful 
whether he could survive :; he is now rather better, 
The doctor has ordered Mrs. E. off immediately, 
and they have taken a passage in a vessel owned by 
Mr. Beauchamp, and which is to sail in about two 
months. Mrs. B., who is also.very unwell, goes in 
the vessel ; and our brother and sister and their 
children, all go. It would not do for Mrs. E, to go 
alone ; indeed, Mr. E. really needs a change of the 
kind, and I hope it will prove beneficial to all 
of them. During his absence, Mr. E. has given a 


~ holiday to the boys, intending to have no vacation 


_ resume his important labours. 


at Christmas. With our present strength, it is im- 
possible for us to think of continuing the school 
while he is away ; conseqnently, nothing else conld 
De done but give a vacation now, instead of at the 
usual time. ay brother E. be brought back to 
He has been much 


encouraged since his removal to Haurah; his Theo- 


; 


i ill ll 


Jogical Class, established a few months ago, bids 
fair to be useful to the cause of religion. 

A letter from Mr. Thomas, of still more 
yeeent date, we are happy to add, mentions 
the receipt of a communication from Mr, 
Ellis, when down the river, which afforded 
reason to hope, that both Mrs. E. and him- 
self, with the children, would derive much 
‘advantage from the trip. We trust these 
hopes may be fully confirmed, 
Sibpur  Station—The Native Female 
Boarding School, superintended by Mr. and 
Mrs. George Pearce, situated at this station, 


still proves itself, under the divine blessing; 
an important means of usefulness. In 
January the number of pupils was increased 
from 32 to 41, and more would gladly have 
been received, had the state of the funds 
allowed it. In the early part of the year, 
no less than ten of the elder children began 
to manifest an anxious concern for the sal- 
vation of their souls. Some of them came 
daily to Mr. P. expressing their sense of 
guilt as sinners before God, and earnestly 
soliciting instruction as to the way of salva- - 
tion through Christ Jesus. Mr. P. with a 
view to ascertain the state of their minds, 
encouraged them to pray with each other in 
his presence; and was much sfruck with the 
fervency, propriety, and fulness of their pe- 
titions. As most were very young, he was 
fearful lest in some cases their serious im- 
pressions should prove but transient. While 
therefore he cherished in every way their re- 
ligious feelings, he allowed time to manifest 
their depth and permanency, After a proba- 
tion of several months he became fully satis- 
fied of the reality of the work of grace in 
six of the candidates, and by the following 
extracts of a letter from Mr. Thomas, re- 
ceived by the last overland dispatch, our 
readers will see that these young dis- 
ciples, with other interesting converts, have 
dedicated themselves to the Lord in baptism. 
We entreat on their accounts the prayers of 
our readers, especially of those who kindly 
support our Boarding Schools. Mr. Thomas 
writes as follows. 

« Brother G. Pearce has been further encouraged 
by signs of piety in several of his charge. About 


ten days ago he baptized seven females, and a 
young. Brahman; of the former; six were among 


the youth in the school. Mr. P. will write you more 


fully about all, and especially the Brahman, whose 
case is very interesting. Last sabbath, another Hin- 
du youth, who has been a short time with him, _ 
was baptized in the Circular Road Chapel, with 
Mrs, BE. K- and a young East Indian. The Hindu 
convert was one of the youths brought up in the Chit- 
pur school, and ascribed his first impressions to what 
he learned there. Thisis the second who has come 


‘forward to profess Jesus as the result of the in- 


structions given in that school ;a strong reason cer= ~ 
tainly to encourage prosecuting such labours whem 
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practicable. I was not present at the baptizing, but 


understand that he gave a very interesting and 
satisfactory account of himself. It is hoped, that 
both he, and the Brahman before mentioned, will 
prove suitable agents to be employed in making 


known the truth to their countrymen,’’ 


The village stations of Lakhyantipur and 
Khari, to the south of Calcutta, are also 
under the superintendence of Mr. Pearce, as- 
sisted by Mr, De Monte and several native 
teachers. In February Mr, Yates accom- 
panied Mr. P. to the former station, and 
expresses himself much gratified by his visit. 
‘ We had,” he says, “the same congregation 
of one-hundred and eighty (native Christians) 
bothservices. I preached tothemin the morn- 
ing and Mr. P. in the afternoon. In the 
middle of the day a church meeting was 
held, at which we heard the experience of 
onecandidate for baptism, who wasreceived.” 

The gradual progress of the Gospel in 
these villages will be seen by the following 
letter from Mr. G. Pearce, written in May 
last. It is extracted from the last report of 
the Calcutta Baptist Missionary Society— 
an institution auxiliary to the Parent Society 
in this country, formed by its Missionaries 
in the year 1817, and which for twenty years 
has yielded to their efforts constant and 
liberal aid. 


Lakhyantipur.—* 1 am thankful to say that we 
have enjoyed a pleasing degree of prosperity at 
this station throughout the year. The people have 
been at peace among themselves, and at peace with 
their-neighbours, The ordinances of religion have 
been administered without interruption, My re- 
spected coadjutor, Mr. De Monte, has spent a con- 
siderable portion of his time at the station, and has 
laboured with great diligence. The native cate- 
chists, too, deserve to have honourable mention 
made of their zeal and uprightness. The pulpit at 
Lakhyantipur, with two exceptions, has been occu- 
pied every Lord’s day, either by Mr. De Monte or 
myself. A system of instruction on week days, 
from village to village where our people reside, has 
been constantly in operation, and it has been at- 
tended with the happiest effects. Scriptural know- 
ledge has thereby greatly increased, and the super- 
vision of all been closely maintained. Numerous 
additions from the Heathen have been made to the 
Christian community —in all, I believe, about 
twenty families. The congregation on the Lord’s 
day has averaged from 120 to 150 persons. To meet 
the increased attendance on public worship, a large 
and substantial chapel has been erected, and com- 
modiously fitted up. The erection of this place has 
tended to give confidence to the people in the per- 
Manence of our efforts for their welfare, and has 
had, I have no doubt, a favourable influence in 
bringing some that were hesitating, to a decision. 

In January last, I had the pleasure of baptizing 
five persons, and of receiving them to the fellow- 
ship of the Church. They had previously been on 
probation about six months. One other has since 
been accepted, and will, if the Lord permit, be 
shortly baptized. It is pleasing to add, that at this 
station we have not had occasion to exclude a sin- 
gle member of the church, nor have lost_any by 
death ; so that our additions this year are all-clear 
gain. On the whole I may say, that the people 
generally are improving fast in Scriptar | know- 
ledge, and in purity of conduct ; and there are not 
wanting instances of some delightful exemplifica- 
tions of Christian character: but I fear to enlarge. 
_ “ Several deaths have occurred of persons not 
in the ehurch, Respecting, one of these, a widow, 


| Tt is gratifying to add, that the whole 
number of families in these southe wiilleges 
at present under Christian instruction is one_ 


| four hundred and fifty individuals. Eig 


Mr. De Monte writes, Though she was not in the 
church, yet I think I may safely say, she died in the 


Lord. often visited her in her sickness, and 
though the rod of affliction was heavy upon her, she 
seemed cheerful and devout. She often sent for 


me, and requested me to pray for her, and would 
say, ‘I am glad to depart and be with Christ.’ ’ 

“From this station, the adjacent villages and 
markets have been constantly visited for the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, and the distribution of tracts. 
Tbe word has in general been heard with an atten- 
tion which encourages the hope that the religion of 
Christ will continne to spread, and perhaps ere long 
be widely diffused in this part of the country.” 

Khari.—* Of the Khari station I regret that I 
cannot speak favourably. A lamentable degree of 
indifference to spiritual concerns has generally pre- 
vailed. This, 1 am sorry to say, applies to the 
members of the church, as well as to the people 
generally. It has been found necessary also to se- 
parate three individuals from the church, in conse- 
quence of their having fallen into open sin. 

‘« A somewhat better spirit has, however, re- 
cently appeared, and the attendance on public wor- 
ship has improved. The people seem sensible of 
their error, and to desire a better state of things. I 
would hope, from the arrangements which have re- 
cently been made, that by the blessing of God a 
real improvement will take place. Still we cannot 
expect, with our present limited means, that the 
people here can be equally in advance with those at 
the nearer stations. The station is so distant and 
so unhealthy, that the care of it necessarily devolves 
almost entirely on our native assistants. 

‘* Within the year several persons have come in 
from the heathen who have relinquished caste- and 
idolatry, particularly three families at the village of 
Madhpur, who, I hope, will be the means of 
strengthening our hands. 


We have thus briefly adverted to the ope- 
rations of our brethren in their ever-increas- 
ing spheres of labour and suecess. We will 
add a few extracts illustrative of the anxiety 
with which, under such circumstances, they 
desire and ask for aid in their arduous ex- > 
ertions. 

On this subject one of the European 
brethren writes to Mr. Pearce. “ We hope | 
you will allow no opportunity to escape, of 
reinforcing our strength in Calcutta. If the 
society will encourage men, the religious 
public, and our own denomination in par- 
ticular, will never-allow them to starve or be 
recalled for want of funds. The missionary 
spirit must increase, Christians will be - 
more liberal. The late publications on 
covetousness may teach the rich their | 
and call forth the mammon to be sacrificed 
on the altar of God. One civilian here has 
sent 600 rupees(£60) tothe Bethel. Mr. Boaz 
has lately received several liberal donations 
to the London and other Missionary So-_ 
cieties. I think that if you were here, we — 
might also reap in this way. You must 
make amends for your absence by your 
exertions in England. But do not leave 
without men, as they will do more than 
money.” j 


Paling 


hundred and seventy-five, containing about 


years ago these were all in idolatry, and 
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name of Christ was scarcely known in these 
parts. May we not say, ‘* What hath God 
wrought |” 

Another brother writes as follows :—“I 
have just got a letter from Mr. Dyer, dated 
in October, and am sorry to learn from it 
that there are none preparing for the East. 
This is indeed sad. I wish a plan could be 
organized for the establishment of a chain of 
Mission stations around Calcutta, at the dis- 
tance of from twelve to twenty miles. 
Budgebudge would be an excellent place to 
begin with. There a missionary would find 
the same kind of people as in the south to 
work upon, and be the means of strengthen- 
ing our present stations there. I long to 
see the whole of the south district Chris- 
tianized, and I hope the day is not far dis- 
tant when this happy event shall be accom- 
plished.” 

Similar extracts might be given from other 
European brethren; but omitting them, we 
will quote a short paragraph of a letter from 
our aged Armenian brother, Carapiet, and 
another from our native brother, Sujatali: 
The former thus addresses Mr, Pearce: 

“‘T hope you will stay in England (as 
necessary) twelve months, and no more ; and 
then return to Bengal in good health and 
strength, with as many zealous, active, 
healthy brethren, as you can get, to bring out 
with you: meantime, take good care that 
nothing keep you from coming back to Cal- 
cutta.”’ 

——~ And our native brother Sujatali writes: 
.“ J would again entreat you to urge on the 
friends of the Redeemer to send out more 
labourers to this country, where so many 
millions are living without God and without 
hope.” 
~ In concluding this paper, we would solicit 
for the Calcutta brethren, the earnest prayers 
of our readers, that the health and life of 
each, so important in his sphere, may be 
~ longcontinued. We would also congratulate 
those benevolent friends, who by their 
generous answers to Mr. Pearce’s Appeal on 
behalf of India, have given the hope, at no 
distant day, of the aid so earnestly solicited 
by our brethren being afforded them; and 
would call on all who have not yet contri- 
_ buted to the object, to give it their assistance 
- without delay, that it may be fully and 
speedily accomplished. 


bi en ee ae le 


CUTWA. 
_ From Mr. W. Carey, to the Secretary, 
dated Cutwa, July 19, 1837 :— 
It is now time that I should write to you 
‘know. The last three or four months have 


been so uncommonly hot that we have 
hardly been able to do any Missionary work, 


although T am happy to say that the itine- | 


again, but what to communicate I hardly | 
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rants have contrived to go out to the villages 
in the mornings and evenings, and have at 
such times found opportunities to speak to 
many about the affairs of their souls, and 
have also distributed numbers of tracts and 
parts of Scriptures. I pray that the Lord 
may bless these labours of his people to the 
awakening of his people and his own glory. 

We have had none to inquire of the way 
of salvation lately, neither have we had any 
additions to the church; we have had two or 
three deaths, which have thinned our num- 
ber. We have had of late more peace and 
concord in the church, and trust that the 
love of our Saviour will still further work, 
to make them of one heart. Our stated 
places of worship have been attended to as 
usual, 


MONGHYR. 


Our readers will be concemed to per- 
ceive from the following extracts of a 
letter from our dear brother Leslie, dated 
July 30, 1837, that his health has been 
interrupted of late. We trust it may 
please God to bless the means used for 
his recovery, and to prelong his useful 
life for many years to come :-— 

I am again behind-hand in my correspond- 
ence with you; but my conscience does 
not reproach me very deeply. I have no- 
thing of any very great moment to communi- 
eate,—all around me being, in reference to 
spiritual things, apparently as still as death. 
Last week, however, we baptized three per- 
sons in the midst of a very numerous and 
attentive congregation: ist, An East Indian 
woman; 2nd. A native woman. the widow 
of a European; and 3rd. A young native 
lad, the adopted son of the latter. The lad 
gives great promise of usefulness; and the 
two women are, I hope, together with him, 
the Lord’s own children. They are all, I 
rejoice to say, the fruit of our labours here. 
Two more persons have applied for bap- 
tism; but I have put them off for the pre- 
‘sent, 

Since I last wrote you I have been twice 
laid aside from my accustomed labour by _ 
the jungle fever, out of the first attack of 


which I had just come when I penned my =~ 


last letter. I am still afflicted with it; and— 
have at this moment a slight degree of it on 
me. ‘The doctor says I shall not get rid of 
it unless I go to sea; but how I am to go 
to sea I know not. From the ocean I am 
at least 400 or 500 miles. Besides, there 
will be no one here to conduct the affairs of 
the mission. Mr. Moore intends very shortly 
finally to leave Monghyr to go to live with” 
his brother-in-law, at a place called Simla, 

1200 or 1400 miles off.. I greatly regret 

this: but I cannot prevent it. I shall now 


\ 
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be left alone; and as it regards English wor- 
ship I shall have double labour. However, 
He that has helped me hitherto, will, I trust, 
continue to aid me. 

I intend in a few days going on the river 
for eight or ten days,—in the hope that God 
will bless this means to the mitigating of 
this very distressing fever. I cannot de- 
scribe to you what I feel when under its in- 
fluence, It affects not only my body but 
my mind. I hope it will not drive me home. 
At any rate you may rely on my not putting 
the Society to any expense if I can possibly 
avoid it. The doctor says little to me about 
my fever: but he tells every body that it 


cannot be removed without a complete | 


change of climate. I regret another thing, 
—that I shall. have this year a double bill 
to pay the physician. He has been very 
very kind to me,—sometimes attending me 
two and three times a day. 

Last evening we in Monghyr, baptized a 
Mr. Kalpberer, a Lutheran missionary, sup- 
ported in Patna by Mr. Start. He gave us 
previous to his baptism a very pious sermon, 
in which he very meekly stated his reasons 
for his change of views. He is an excellent 
man, and a very devoted missionary. He 
speaks English imperfectly, but sufficiently 
plain to be generally understood in preach- 
ing. He had been exercised in mind on 
the subject of baptism for seventeen months ; 
and it was not until he witnessed the bap- 
tism of the three persons mentioned above, 
that he fully made up his mind to follow 
his Lord. He is here with me on account 
of health: and it is in company with him I 
am going on the river. I feel very feverish 
to-day (the 31st), and have been obliged to 
resort to the calomel bottle, or rather the 
blue-pill box, 


HONDURAS, 


Late accounts from this station are 
= very encouraging, while they afford ad= 
ditional evidence of the pressing neces- 
sity of further aid. 
Under date of Sept. 6th, Mr. Hender- 
son writes; 
_ The fancy articles for our schools were a 
very acceptable and useful present. The 
distribution of some as rewards, has afforded 
the children and ourselves a great treat. To 


myself, labouring in ‘the heat and burden of 


: the day,” I take these hinge as a peculiar 

e mark of Christian symp My en- 
= gagements are incessant, we though I nei- 

% ther-complain nor ib it to be otherwise, 

yet when I think of life, 

my being unable to go on, 

or death, it grieves me to: 


rough sickness 


could be got from England. 


possibility of 


ink that these 
operations might be stopped until amissionary | 


- sa schools ane prospering the rooms are 
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by far too small; we have upwards of twa 
hundred present ‘daily, and being ill provi- 
ded with assistance, my want of room in- 
creases our toil. \ I have resolved to enlarge 
on condition that funds can be raised in 
Belize, perceiving that any farther grant from 
the Society would not be approved of, and I 
am not without hopes of being able to suc- 
ceed. We have received a second female 
assistant teacher, at the weekly pay of six 
shillings sterling. She is a member of the 
church, and renounces the whole for the be- 
nefit of the Society ; this, “the riches ofher 
liberality,” the more judicious think beyond 
her means to afford, consequently, resolve to 
hand her a dollar a week at least, in a way 
suitable to the circumstances. A few per- 
sons have been added to the church since my 
last, and last Lord’s day morning ten persons 
were baptized, an equal number of each 
sex. In addition to the pleasure afforded to 
my mind by such an occasion, one feature 
gave peculiar interest. Amongst the num- 
ber was a Spanish man, the third Spaniard 
that I have admitted to this ordinance, be- 
sides which, I know of one seeking the or- 
dinances of a Christian church, and this 
very evening one of them told me that three 
more are very desirous to come forward. 
The little leayen I pray may leaven the 
whole lump. 

A second letter dated Oct. 11th, con- 
tains similar intelligence: 

The Divine goodness which is so rich 
towards myself and family, demands my. 
chief acknowledgment. Health of body 
and a measure of mental vigour are still our 
portion, Ten persons were noticed as 
having been baptized on the 3rdult. On the 
ist inst., I admitted six more to that ordi- 
nanee, amongst whom was a young French- 
man of English extraction, of the age of 


: nineteen, who had been some months pre- — 


vious, assisting me in the school afew weeks, — 
At that time, his infidel views and hostility 

to godliness, made me rather pleased when — 
he found another employ. Soon after I 
found him combating his companions with — 
the very weapons ; which, but a little before, Em 
had used against him, As they coul : 

silence him, he was campelled to bear 
epithets of ‘¢ cracked,” “fool,” &e. ; 

become even “more foolish in their 
by baptism. Thus you will pere 
number increasing, although we do 
_ ordinance aes with 


Diente ate floor. of the third stor 
eupied as a dwelling house, a 
that into galleries. “When I look to 
‘I am inclined to say, this « 
oye wanted; when I look to. 
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ing concern about salvation, among the peo- 
ple, I would say it is very likely. Iam just 
preparing an application to the local assembly 
of Belize for £200 currency, to enable me to 
enlarge the schoolroom, which has become 
too small. If I succeed, this will be done 
immediately ; if I do not, it must rest as it 
is, there being no room to ask the Society at 
present, especially after the outlay already 
made, 

We are happy to add that an assis- 
tant to our indefatigable friend Mr. 
Henderson has been engaged, and is ex- 
pected shortly to sail for Belize. We 
refer to Mr. Henry Philpot, a member of 
the church at Canterbury, under the care 
of the Rey. W. Matthews. Mr. P. has 
studied the British system of education 
at the central establishment in the Bo- 
rough Road, and is prepared to share 
the varied and important labours in pro- 
gress atthe station. Our tried friends, 
Messrs. G. F. Angas and Co., act with 
their usual liberality with regard to his 
passage. 


JAMAICA. 


The season in Jamaica has been un- 
usually sickly, and several of our mis- 
sionaries have been affected by it. 
Among these is Mr. Clarke, of Jericho, 
who has been obliged to leave his own 
residence for a time, and _ repair to 
Kingston. From a letter addressed by 
him from thence to the Secretary, dated 
25th of November, we insert the fol- 
lowing; 

My trials in body have for the last six 
months been great, and those of my dear 
family I haye keenly felt: but all have come 
from the hand of a tender Father, andI desire 


-~not to suffer less than He perceives to be 
necessary for the welfare of my soul, and 


the glory of his holy name. I am like an 
instrument unstrung, or a broken vessel of 
no use, and sometimes fear lest a voyage to 
England or to some other part, might be 
urged upon me by my doctor; or think that 
the grave might soon open its mouth to re- 


ceive my mortal part, to retain it until the 


morning of the resurrection, when the 
scattered fragments will be brought together 
again, and fitted for the service of the 
glorious Maker and Restorer. 

~ On the subject of native agency I am 
deeply interested, and have now Mr. Mer- 
rick and his son employed in assisting me in 


_ my important work; the former, being still 


engaged with my chapels, receives only a 
trifling remuneration, but when free from 
chapel building, I wish to secure him as a 


regular helper. but know not how to do so, 


unless allowed something for him by the 
Society. The latter is carrying on, most 
efficiently, my night and Sabbath school, 
and also assists at prayer-meetings, although, 
on account of my long sickness, he is not 
yet baptized. £20 was allowed me from the 
‘‘Negro Friends’ Society,” and I give of 
this £10 currency to a female teacher at 
Lucky Valley, what remains, I give to him 
for his work in teaching, and promise to 
make it up £50 per annum. I give him 
board and lodging, and his father the same, 
when at Jericho. The young man is deci- 
dedly pious, humble, unassuming, and most 
diligent in his studies. He came to my 
house on Aug. 15th, this year, and has read 
agreat deal, especially in his Bible; he has 
studied a considerable part of the first 
volume of Horne’s Introduction to the Crit- 
ical Study of Sacred Scripture ;” he has 
gone through Frey’s Hebrew Grammar, and 
is translating Hebrew astonishingly well, 
and is Just now commencing Ewing’s Greek 
Grammar. In boyhood he learned a little 
of Latin, and knows something of French, 
and is well acquainted with English Gram- 
mar, and other branches of a common edu- 
cation, His talents are respectable, and his 
knowledge of Scripture is daily increasing. 
His views of divine truth are taken simply 
from what the Scriptures teach, and his 
modesty is likely to prevent: his youth from 
causing him to be despised. I think I 
shall feel authorized to encourage him soon 
after his baptism to address the people, 
and regularly assist me in my missionary 
work. 

Since I came here, I have had a long ar- 
gument, in which brother Gardner took a 
part, with one of the seed of Abraham; an 
old man of considerable information. He 
professes to believe in the transmigration of 
souls into other human bodies, and says, 
“Ts it not as easy for God to send the soul 
into another body, as to create a new soul- 
for that body?” ‘and is it not said, «He 
killeth, and he maketh alive?’” He further 
says, that when Jehovah shall again des- 
cend upon Mount Sinai, and declare that 
Jesus Christ is God equal with himself, 
then will the Jews believe, but not until 
then, We quoted many passages of Scrip- 


ture to him, and he often knew not what te 


say. When we alluded to Gen. i. 26, and 


to Gen. ix. 7, and to Isa. lili. and other — 


passages, he said he could not think we had 


| a true translation, but he would go and— 


consult a young man who was well acquaint- 
ed with the Hebrew. He seemed particu- 
larly struck with the expressions, ‘* Let us 
make man,” &c., and “ The inhabitant shall 
not say I am sick; the people that dwell 
therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” 
May the Lord have mercy on his ancient 
people, and bring them to his fold, with the 


! 
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fulness of the people of Gentile; lands. I 
fear we are very guilty in this land in neg- 
lecting those who are the brethren of our 
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before our removal, We have been obliged 
again to send for a doctor. I have not had 
the ague since reached town, but am weak, 


Lord according to the flesh. My dear 
wife and children have had fever almost 
constantly since we came here, as well as 


and almost useless, yet hope I am regaining 
strength. 


LIST OF LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


East Inpres.—Rey. W. Carey, Cutwa, July 19, 1837; A. Leslie, Monghyr, July 30 ; 
James Thomas, Calcutta, May 22. 

West Inp1ES.—Rev. John Kingdon, Manchioneal, Oct. 24, Nov. 22, 1837; J. 
Tinson, Kingston, Oct. 31; M. A. Hutchins, Savanna la Mar, Nov. 14; John Clarke, 
Jericho, Nov. 25; W. Knibb, Falmouth, Oct. 4, Noy. 1, 14, 16; T. F. Abbott, St. Ann's 
Bay; Oct. 2,1, Nov. 7; F. Gardner, Kingston, Nov. 14; John Clark, Brown’s Town, 
Oct. 24; Thomas Burchell, Montego Bay, Oct. 3,31; Walter Dendy, Bethtephil, Oct. 24; 
J.M. Phillippo, Spanish Town, Oct. 8; James Reid, Hayes Savannah, Novy. 15. 

Banamas.—Rev, J. Burton, Nassau, Oct. 14. T. Leaver, New York, Noy. 28. 

Honpuras.—Rev. A. Henderson, Oct. 11. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


VILLAGE CHURCHES. 


A considerable number of our churches 
in different parts of the kingdom, are 
found in villages. Not a few of these 
are at such a distance from towns, the 
friends connected with them arescattered 
over so wide a surface, and possess so 
little of this world’s good, that it is 
searecly practicable to visit them on be- 
half of the mission, or to make congre- 
gational collections for that important 
object. And yet, among these humble 
followers of the Lamb, there are not a 
few who earnestly desire the coming of 
his kingdom, who would rejoice to hear 
what, by the grace of God, is doing in 
foreign parts, and cheerfully contribute, 
according to theirslender ability, to carry 
forward the work. From the worthy 
pastor of a church of this description, in 
the county of Essex, we have received a 
contribution this month, and as_ his 
letter furnishes an excellent model for 
general imitation in secluded rural sta- 
tions, we take the libery of inserting it. 
It is dated, Sible Hedingham, Jan. 16, 
1838, and addressed to ie Secretary. 


Fg My dear Sir, 


. With this you will receive two pounds, | 


sixteen shillings, and six pence, for the 
Baptist Missionary Society, collected at our 


of it given by the poorest of owr poor con- 
Oh Tr Bist ete 


Missionary prayer-meetings, and full one half 


gregation. After waiting in vain for years 
for an opportunity of instituting an auxiliary 
society, I thought I would apply to you for 
two missionary boxes. I did so, and my 
plan of using them has been, to place them 
on the table of our vestry, on our missionary 
prayer-meeting nights. On those occasions 
I read the Heralds of your Society (the 
only means of my poor people’s getting any 
information upon missionary affairs.) And 
you would be delighted to see the cheerful- 
ness with which the few, alas! who attend 
those meetings, come forward with their 
pennyand halfpenny. The amount collected 
in the first year was, £1 16s. What I now 
send is the amount of a year and three 
months’ subscriptions. 

I should not have troubled you with this 
detail, but from the hope that you might be 
able to turn it to some profit by suggesting the 
plan to those pastors of poor churches wha 
are told by their people that an auziliary, or 
even an annual collection for missions, cannot 
be given by a peoplewho find it difficult to 
keep the doors of the sanctuary open, from 
their great poverty. I would say to every 
Baptist church, Let there be a Missionary 
prayer meeting—let the pastor always attend 
if possible—let a missionary box be on the 
table, and let THE HERALDS ALWAYS BE 
READ ; and I believe there will not then be 


| a Baptist church in the kingdom which does _ 
| not contribute something to the great and _ 


glorious cause of missions. ~ : 
I could do good with a few old Reports 


| Heralds, &e., if you have any to part with, 


I remain, dear sir, 


Yours most cordially, Pra 
Rozert Lancrorp, — 


7 pene 
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HIGH WYCOMBE. 


On Lord’s day, Dec. 10, 1837, two im- 
pressive sermons were preached by the Rev. 
E. Carey on behalf of the mission, at the 
two Independent Meeting-houses, kindly 
granted by the respective pastors, Rev. W. 
Judson and J. Hayden. 

On the following Monday evening, a pub- 
lic meeting was held in the Town Hall, Robt. 
Wheeler, Esq., Mayor, was in the chair, 
who kindly presided upon two former occa- 
sions, and now addressed the numerous as- 
sembly in an energetic manner, upon the be- 
neficial results of missionary efforts. John 
Parker, Esq., Rev. Messrs. W. Judson, J. 
Hayden, Henry Lacey, (Indep.) J. Simmons, 
(Wesleyan) E. Carey, W. W. Evans, the 
deputation from the Parent Society, J. 
Statham, Amersham, and J. Davis, Ris- 
borough, severally advocated the claims of 
the heathen. The collections, &c., were 
liberal, amounting to £40. 8s. 7d., including 
donations from the Hon. Robt. Smith, M.P. 
£5, and £7 from Messrs, Hearn and Veary. 

J.P. 


BRECON, 


The Baptist churches in Brecon and the 
neighbourhood have long manifested great 
apathy in the cause of missions, Several 
of the members of the Brecon branch of the 
British and Foreign Young Men’s Society, 
lamented this state of things, and resolved, 
the first favourable opportunity that would 


offer, to form a Baptist Missionary Society. 
The kind providence of God favoured the 
design sooner than was expected. Mrs. 
Coultart came some time ago to reside in 
Brecon, She succeeded in inducing one of 
the friends to take a collecting card. A 
missionary box was likewise presented to 
Kensington Sunday School; the children 
contributed their halfpence very liberally. 
A favourable opportunity having thus pre- 
sented itself, the committee of the Brecon 
branch met, and immediately formed a 
Missionary Society; the proper officers 
were chosen, anda committee nominated. 
A prayer meeting was held on Christmas 
day, for the purpose of seeking the divine 
blessing on the newly-formed institution. A 
general interest was excited on the subject ; 
a tea-party was held on New Year’s Day, in 
Watergate Chapel, with a view of obtaining 
funds for the Society, and exciting an interest 
in the cause of missions. More than 300 
persons sat down to tea, The sight was very 
imposing, and will long be remembered with 
delight by all who witnessed it. The sum 
of £5 was realized, although the price of the 
tickets was only 6d. each. A missionary 
box has been procured for Watergate Sun- 
day School. Collectors have been appointed, 
We hope to be able to stir up the neighbour- 
ing churches, and enlist them in the mis- 
sionary cause. So that at theclose-of the 
year we hope to have a. good sum to devote 
to the conversion of the heathen. 

Wied 


Contributions received on Account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from De- 
cember 20 to January 20, 1838, not including individual subscriptions : 


High Wycombe, Auxiliary, by Mr. Hearn, 
Treasurer. ......s secre eee . 40 8 7 
Sevenoaks, by Rev. Thomas Shirley..... 32 17 10 
North Wales, Churches of the Old Asso- 
~ ciation, by Rev. W. Jenkins, Dolau 19 18 0 
Newark and Collingham, by Mr. Lomax 33 10 -0 
Fenny Stratford, by Mr. Theobald..,... 11 4 6 
Northampton’street, St, Pancras, Collec- 


eaeee 


tion, by Mr. Hall.......... ss... 3 0 OF 
Carmarthenshire, ‘Pwo collections by 


Rig VioW 2 JOMEBS..1s oe were vies tv enone 0 


Hants Auxiliary, by Josiah George, Esq. _ 
_ Treasurer ; 


Romsey.ercereecsrvsresen 12 19 3 
Pe ante migwaie’e pre's A 
Newport, [. W...ss.seeees Ee 


Wellow....cceeeveeewecece 
PUD iencnnctuesstse un ene ee 2 4 


47 11 7 


Dunstable and Houghton Regis, by Rev. 
Ww aa gnc aertr Cee epetsres are 
oodford, r. Au Bem agieenanch as ( 
Edinburgh aceite, by Mr. H. D. Dickie 21 12 10 
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Cardington, Cotton End, by Rev. J. 


SECU TOSL.A Foiavets Gate led aa ends of an MeN Oe Om Oo 
‘Thorpe, Essex, by Mr. King............ 5 8 6 
Wingrave and Aston Abbotts, by Rey. 

Se ABO, sce. cee tee sewers cece eee 4 OO 
Anglesea, Churches, by Rev. W. Mor- 

BBRAM aes Vaes hid ieee se petetee~ ve: 20 2050 
Bratton, Two-thirds of subscriptions, &c., 

by B. Anstie, Esq............. . 14 ll 3 
Woodstock, by Rev. C. Darken......... 5 0 0 
Suffolk, by Rev. James Sprigg, Mr. Pol. —_ 

Jard, and Rey. John Eyres: 

SF PATSCELS <n cio ay.0ise 0 0b.9,0.0:51 eae ae 

CLOW HELA: iii. ne crane cser OF OO 

SARY Tes Fee Ns oh ce eee ee Om Oe 

Otley..... Flak vdivs lieradenyee Se OeeO 

Cherries aes eae am 1518 ? 

n ubscriptions.,... 3 

asst 2 — 3811 0 
Aberdeen, Friends by Mr. Stewart...... 4 0 0 
Sible Hedingham, by Rev. R. Langford 216 6 
Cornwall, Auxiliary Society, by Rey. J. 

Spasshatt...ci.ccsceveevesereters. 25 0 0 
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Camberwell, Mr. Steane’s Junior Bible Class, by Miss M. 
Guruey, for CAitpore......ccececensreeeeccages a ae ioies 00 
if F 5 wo doit tadhstramtoraiy ero stale ongak Oh aai haa? 
Pere NO en} 
Friend, by Rey. ai M. ‘Phillippo, for School ‘at Passage Fort 8 7 2 
Mr. George Charlewood........++ ve Lees 20 
Jobn Fell, Esq., Spark Bridge, near Uiverston. PAO oe ey 
Mr. George Yonge, 186; Strands 0 cicsduer assgneeUoaneteiesat) 10st 


LEGACIES, 


Robert Scott, Esq., late of Pensford, Somerset, Executrix, 1 
Mrs. Eliza Ano Scott. Executors, John Hunter, Henry 
Granger, and Thomas Dewsnap, Esqrs......-.......205 3 1 
Mr. Joseph Stevenson, late of Great Preston, Yorkshire. 
aR : Na Sap Thomas Bree, S's os s.c10.0. cetera Bie 


Additional Contributions towards sending out Ten Missionaries to India. 


James Swan, Esq., Ensham.,........... 10 0 0 Do. by Mr. Giles, Withy- ; 
Briend, {by Keve IGA Z 2% teed Oe O PRC OE DE z 
Nath. Robarts, Esq., Barnet.........4.. 25 0 0 ——-_ 2110 0 
Josiah Hindrnan, Esq..........0s+-++-00 20 0 0 | Rév: Timothy Moore..............0..-- 1 0 0 
Mr. S. Franklin, Cheltenham,........... 1 0 0 | ——Dr. Hobys Birmingham.......-.-.. 50 9 0 
Taunton, &c. by Mr, Thomas Horsey : Meibourne, Friends, by Rey. James 
George Stevenson, Fsq.,.. 10 0 0 re Flood 2 tx tee 
W, Walter, Esq., Oldbury Watford, Two Friends, by Rey. E. Hull 20 0 6& 
Mind gen a nates Ie OO Friend, by Rey. idee DIS ee 84-505 
Mr. T. Newberry... ete Leon OE z : s 
Mr. PAL OFSCY ied vector o tS Oaee a <= 
ee ee: CREO Tels P.S. In a part of our last impression, the name : 
Do. at Minchead......... 110 0 - | of J. Trueman, Esq. Walthamstow, was printed ns: 
__ Do. by Misses Bunt and ; mistake, Freeman. ‘The donation of Miss Lum 
a Crab Biren. crs mesa cre 2A 28 Bolton was printed £4. instead of £40, ae 


. Miscellaneous Coibeatbiesey for Special Onjects 


a 2 oe Of Miss R. Stacey, for Yallahs School, by Mr. Tinson,...... 2070 0 © 
ma =n for Montego Bay School, by Mr. Burchell 20 0 0 

A Bee ae Of Miss M. Dadley, for Coultarts Grove School by Mr. Abbott 5 0 6 

: a ZOE Saas ae Gurney, Esq., for Kingston, School, a Mr. S. 

Whiteh OFDG. «ss cveaseeseensecensiveteveereesesereessers 10 0 0 
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Subscriptions and Donations received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, Walworth; by the 
Rev. J. Dyer, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street; and the Rev. 
STEPHEN Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs, Mituarp, Bishopsgate 
Street ; SANDERS, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LADBROKE & Co., Bankers, Bank 
Buildings; Burus & Co., Lothbury ; by the Rev. C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. 
Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 1, Rathmines-road, Dublin; by Mr. 
J. Hopkins, Bull Street, Birmingham ; by Mr. J. H. Atuev, Norwich; and by any Baptist 


Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


Journals of the Readers and Preachers in our various Stations have come to hand, from 


which the following extracts are taken :— 


Adam Johnson, Dromahatr, Leitrim, Oct. 
42.—Read in the Police Barrack the tenth 
chapter of the Gospel of John, and made 
some remarks on what was read. They were 
very much gratified, and requested me to 
form a prayer-meeting, To this I readily 
agreed; and we keep it up occasionally since. 
The Serjeant assists me in our little meet- 
ings; and I trust the Lord will bless our 
feeble endeavours, and crown the Society’s 
labour with an abundant success. Since 
I commenced reading for them, instead of 
going to the public-house, on the Sabbath- 
day, as they used to do, they sit down to 
read the Bible for their families, May the 
Holy Spirit shine upon his own word, so that 
it may be a light to their feet, and a lantern 
to their path. ‘ - 

August 15th, read in the house of Thomas 
J. the 26th, 27th, and 28th chapters of Mat- 
thew, and strove to point them to that sacri- 
fice alone by which Jesus hath perfected for 
ever all them that are sanctified, entreating 
them to receive him as their Prophet to teach 
them, as their Priest to atone for them, and 
as their King to reign in them, and rule over 
them. 

September 10th.—Read in the house of 
James M. the 15th, 16th, and 17th chapters 
of John, and made some remarks on what 
was read, showing them the mutual love be- 
tween Christ and his children, under the 
parable of a vine; and how the Saviour 
prayed for his people, that they might be 
kept from the evils that are in the world. 
They were so delighted that they requested 
me to read the same chapters in the Irish, 
and, although Roman Catholics, they seemed 
to receive the word with all readiness of 
mind. May the Lord enlighten their dark 
minds, and make his word precious to their 
immortal souls. 


Robert Beaty, near Coolany, Sligo, Dec. Hz. 


—On visiting a sick man in Ballymuray, I 


found a few of his Roman Catholic neigh- 


bours assembled. I endeavoured to give the 
conversation a religious turn, by remarking, 
that life and health are uncertain, and point- 
ing out the necessity of being prepared for 
that awful change which awaits us. Some 
of the persons present were old ; and I asked 
them to tell how we can be prepared and 
made meet for the heavenly inheritance ? 
They all seemed ignorant of this but one in- 
dividual ; who replied, that there is no way 
of getting to heaven but through the merits 
of the Saviour, and quoted several portions 
of Scripture in proof of this.~ A short time 
ago, I gave this individual a Testament, and 
was happy to learn that he had been using it. 
I read and explained for these people the 
3rd chapter of Romans, showing that all are 
on a level in the sight of God, and that by 
the deeds of the law, there can no flesh be 
justified. I also read and explained the 3rd 
of John, showing the Gospel plan of salva- 
tion, and was heard with eager attention. 
Mr. Boland tells me, that the parish priest 
visited and inspected his school; that, after 
hearing the different spelling-classes, he then 
examined the readers in the 15th of John— 
<‘J am the true vine, and my Father is the 
husbandman ;” and he then asked, What is 
meant by the true vine and the branches ? 
One of the boys answered, that Jesus is the 
true vine, and that his people, or those who 
believe on him, are the branches. After 
asking the pupils several questions from dif- 
ferent parts of the chapter read, he said, that 
some of them knew theology better than some 
who were over large parishes. Moreover, he 
said, that times are greatly altered, for he 
remembered to have seen persons in college 
greatly puzzled with questions that had been 
answered in that school. 


John Monaghan, Old Rock, Sligo, Dec. 9. 
—I have lately commenced reading the Scrip- 
tures in two of the villages, namely, Abey- 
field and Killovel, mentioned on the other 
side, which had been, even to an individual, 
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notorious for their violation of the Sabbath, 
in spending that sacred day in card-playing, 
dancing, and whiskey drinking, and every 
other similar vice. But the result is, that 
at my last visit to these places, I had seven 
Roman Catholic hearers in the former, and 
five in the latter, who heard attentively whilst 
I read and endeavoured to explain several 
portions of the word of God to them. At 
my departing, they jointly expressed their 
thanks for what they heard, and an aged 
man, in behalf of all the rest, promised that 
they would in future endeavour to suppress 
these evil amusements which had been prac- 
tised amongst them. 


Wm. Cavanagh, Carramore, Sligo, Dec. 16. 
—I have lately met with an old man, who is 
réjoicing in the Lord. I asked him his hope 
as to the future? His reply was, that Christ 
died that he might have everlasting life. 
His hopes of entering into heaven often 
cause him to cry out, “‘ Lord, thy will be 
done.” He thanked God, that ever the Bap- 
tist Society had sent schools to the country, 
and also readers and preachers to explain the 
Gospel ; for, were it not for these means, I 
should have remained ignorant of the love of 
God to a perishing world ; and you, in parti- 
cular (referring to myself) have been the chief 
means in the hands of Providence, in bring- 
ing me from darkness to light. I lived eight 
or nine years in the village with him; he is 
upwards of eighty years of age, and lived 
without God or hope of eternity in this world, 
till about twelve months aga. 

I lately read for better than three hours in 
a wakehouse, and distributed tracts ; but was 
at a loss for one for every tenth that applied 
for them. Such simple preachers of the Gos- 
pel, as the tracts may be termed, are, 1 hope 
and pray, opening the eyes and hearts of many. 

It is with the greatest difficulty, that the 
people are brought to attend to any thing said 
about Jesus Christ; but, as soon as the Vir- 
gin Mary is referred to, they are ready to fall 
down to worship; there is more obedience 
paid to her and the saints than to God; and 
many would rather have it so, that the poor 
creatures should continue all their lives in 
darkness, than allow them to hear the truth 
as it isin the Gospel. Some of the priests 
are not preventing the children’s attend- 
ing schools, Whether it proceeds from 
conviction, shame, or other motives, it is 
hard-to say; but, if they were allowed to 
attend the preaching and reading of the Gos- 
pel, there is not, in my opinion, any-people 
that would be more attentive. I have fre- 
quently to refer to things of an earthly na- 


ture, and to the different occurrences of this 


“life, to bring salvation through Christ to their 


understandings, Westward of my house, for 


not a Protestant but two; all the whole mul- 
titudes are in heathen darkness, superstition, 
and idolatry. 


W. Hamilton, Athlone, Nov. 17.—We have 
at present peace in all our borders, and there 
is every reasun to hope, that the Gospel is 
making progress. That you may understand 
the state of our affairs more clearly, I shall 
give you my journal for the last fortnight. 

Tues. 7,-Preached at Raharney to an at- 
tentive congregation. 

Wed. 8,— Visited four families; conversed 
at considerable length with Wm, Moxham, 
your reader; went to Carrigboy, and preached 
in the evening. The people there are still 
glad to see me, and willing to hear the word 
of life. 

Thurs. 9.—Walked to Barry, five miles, 
and preached in the evening. Frid. 10.— 
Returned home, and had a profitable meet- 
ing in the evening, 

Sund. 12.—Went to Moate, and preached 
morning and evening. It was a very profit- 
able Sabbath-day. Mond. 13.—I visited 
eight families; read, expounded, and prayed 
with seven of them, and preached to a larger 
congregation than usual in the evening. This 
was the most profitable mecting I have had 
for several weeks ; the Lord enabled ‘me to 
speak with unusual energy. Tues, 14,—I in- 
spected the School, and felt gratified with the 
manner in which the children recited, and 
also with their scriptural knowledge; after- 
wards I returned to Athlone, and preached 
in the evening. Thurs. 16.—I inspected the 
school in this town, and afterwards went to 
Baylin, and preached in the evening. Frid, 
17,—Visited a little, and had a lecture in 
Athlone in the evening. 

As Moate ‘offers some encouragement for 
spiritual cultivation, I intend giving it every 
second Sunday and Monday. 

Our church and ‘congregation in this town 
remain steady, and, I trust, are making pro-- 
gress in divine knowledge. A few new 
hearers have been attending for the last fort- 


night, 


T. Berry, Abbeylieux, Queen’s County, Nov. 
24,—TI feel great pleasure in informing you, 
that the congregation here has considerably 
increased since I last wrote. Those who first 
came continue to attend, and on the two last 
Sabbaths the numbers appeared to be about 
thirty-four and forty. I observe much atten- 
tion, and am informed that others are likely 
to attend, I am in the habit of calling upon 
those I do know for the purpose of religious 
conversation and sometimes prayer ; and, as 
I may become more generally acquainted, I — 


| have no doubt of better success. - I find that — 


| too much of the spirit of controversy had ex- 
the distance of fourteen Irish miles, with the 


exception of the police at Raintern, there is 


isted here, and has done the cause no good. — 
As I came fully ‘‘ determined to know nothing — 
s eta a 
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but Christ Jesus and him crucified,” I intend 
to avoid religious strife, whilst at the same 
time, I trust, the Lord will enable me boldly 
and faithfully to proclaim a free and full sal- 
vation to every sinner, through the merits of 
the blessed Redeemer. I feel great pleasure 
in my work ; and I think, I can say also, 
that I feel much of the supporting and en- 
couraging influence of the Holy Spirit. The 
church, ’tis true, is very small ; but then the 
members are friendly, they appear to love me, 
and they are not influenced by worldly mo- 
tives. Besides preaching twice on Lord’s 
day, we have prayer-meeting after morning 
service ; and, at eight o’clock in the evening, 
a Bible class, where singing and prayer has 
been introduced. At each of these exercises 
the Lord manifests himself to our souls, 

On the first Sabbath of the month we hold 
a special prayer-meeting fora revival of God’s 
work among the churches of Christ in general, 
and our little band in particular. Such sea- 
sons are precious ; and there can be no doubt 
of the issue. Brother Sharman, of Rosenalis, 
preached for us, on last Lord’s day but one, 
with great acceptance. I trust he is a spiri- 
tually-minded man, and one that will be emi- 
nently useful «at Coolany. We have, at our 
prayer-meeting, committed him to the care 
of the Good Shepherd, and intreated that he 
might be meetened by the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit for the great and important work 
jn which he is about being engaged. 


The Same, December the 25th, 1837.— 
I find that during the past month the Lord 
has enabled me to preach twenty-three times, 
to sometimes large and interesting congrega- 
tions, to attend four scripture reading meet- 
ings, and to visit some families for reading and 
prayer. I blessthe Lord that through much 
severe weather my health is preserved, and 
that I am spared to the end of the year in 
his service, The new year, if spared, I look 
forward to with much interest, for I expect that 
our little church, ere the end of another year, 
will be considerably increased. I feel great 
pleasure in saying that my private visits appear 
to have been blessed in one or two instances. 
John Case and Thomas Howe both converted 
men—never prayed in public, even with 
their families, until I came amongst them, 
and now it is pleasing to hear them pray at 
our meetings ; and they allow no day to pass 
without offering up the morning and evening 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving with 
their families. I have lately come to lodge 
in Howe’s house, and observe with (pleasure 
the good effects of Christian example. May 


the Lord be praised for these tokens of his 


approbation. Since my last letter, Mr. Fraser, 
to whom I lately referred as being ill, bas 
departed this life, ‘and there is reason to 


hope that he died happy ; not one word es- 
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caped his lips that would ‘lead to suppose 
that he has not forgiven his murderer. T 
preached in Donoughmore, on the occasion ; 
and I hope the dispensation is sanctified to 
his afflicted family. The station at Don- 
oughmore is very interesting. I have 
preached there three times since my last 
letter to increasing congregations; and from 
this we are likely to have an addition to the 
church, 

I have taken in two new stations this 
month, Corbelly, near town, and Roscrea, a 
large town, in the county of Tipperary, nine- 
teen miles distant ; preached in the latter 
town Lord’s day the 17th, in the morning at 
10 o’clock; held a conversational meeting at 
1, and preached again in the evening at 8 
o’clock. ‘The place was small, but was much 
crowded with attentive hearers. Brother 
Booth, though not in very affluent circum- 
stances, having fitted up the place, at his own 
expense, he is very urgent that I should come 
once a month, at least, to Roscrea. I have 
therefore arranged to preach-for them the 
second Lord’s day of every month (the Lord 
permitting). Brother Booth thinks the place 
will be too small, but he and a few others 
propose in this case to look out for another 
place at their own expense. 

The congregation at Abbcylicux-continues 
steady ; there-is, at least, no decrease ; but I 
think if the chapel could. be rendered more 
comfortable, the congregation would be larger, 
for it is exceedingly damp, the situation is 
low, the floor earthen, and the appearance 
not at all inviting; the vestry thrown down, 
and the baptistry closed up, I felt a little 
surprised that it should have’been neglected 
so much. 

I would also very respectfully lay another 
case before you. Whilst our English bre- 
thren are doing so much for the promotion of 
God’s glory in this land, we ourselves are 
doing very little. I-have mentioned this to 
one or two ladies, and they agreed with me 
that an effort should be made to collect some- 
thing toward the funds of your society, and 
they promise, if furnished with cards, to make 
the attempt. Brother Booth, of Roscrea, also 
thinks something might be done, and I have 
no doubt that respectable and pious persons 
would be found to become collectors. Should 
this meet with your approbation, would you 
have the kindness to send a few cards con- 
taining a general view of the proceedings of 
the Society. [Cards have been sent. ] 

On looking around me, and beholding the 
great destitution of my countrymen, I thought 
it better not to confine myself to Abbeylieux, 
and with this view I have arranged to preach 
alternately on Sabbath days here and at other 
important stations. Time is short and un- 
certain; precious souls are perishing for 
want of the bread of life; the messengers of 
peace are few and widely separate. May 
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the Lord enable all his servants to work 
whilst it is called to-day. 


William Thomas, Limerick, Nov. 20, 1837. 
—lI have sent you by post the statement of 
the schools for the quarter, under my super- 
intendance, and with this I forward the 
readers’ journals, all which I hope will be 
gratifying to their kind supporters, 

The schools at Castle Connell and O¢Brian’s- 
bridge, which I inspected on the 9th, have 
considerably increased and improved. 

I went to preach at Adare, on the 13th, 
and to inspect the school at Drahidhasna on 
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the 14th, which has also increased and im- 
proved. After I inspected, lectured, and 
prayed with the children, the good clergyman 
who was coming to Limerick, went back when 
he saw me, and proposed I should preach in 
the school-house that evening, to which I 
gladly agreed, he sent round and collected a 
congregation of from sixty to seventy persons 
to whom I preached. He gave out the 
hymns; his family attended; he repeatedly 
thanked me for the sermon, and hoped I 
would soon come again. He is no high 
church bigot, but anxiously wishes to promote 
the Saviour’s cause, 


, CONTRIBUTIONS. 
From Dec. 20, 1837, to Jan. 20, 1838. 


Bedford :— 


Thomas King, Minister.....-- 1 1 0 
as KOPIN Dien ied eorteee= ov 0 
Do. do., by a Friend...- 1 0 0 
Mrs. Gale..... barigoamaie ester ae 010 0 
Wire Greens. wea tire une tant essa ORO 
Mr. Brashier . eto. Boe 
Mrs. William Smith . Soret aOe 50 
Mxs. Wells casesraneelesacaspse 0 30-0 
Miss E. Langley saeees PRCEIOS 05 0 
Mrs. White <.c<cecetedccccesse 0 5 0 
Eben. Malden...... os 0-5-0 
Benjamin Malden’.............. 0 2 6 
Mr. Hull’. s.<< FESS egret s's\0 6 Gore 0.2 6 
Mr. Burr.....+eseeeeee voeriek a 226 
Mrs. Marsden ..e+-+ O12 15.8 
Mrs. Gamby. 010 0 
Mr. Young olo 0 
Mrs. Worth’s Missionary Box. 0 5 0 
Mr. Jos, Kilpin and Sister..... 0 6 0 
70.0 
Collection. vessresesciersee 200 
920 
Camberwell, part of collectiozs at Mek 
AE Wag tOADE'S..5.50:v nish Safe! 6018 ace 6ings's is 02,0 
Ashford collection by ‘Rev. T. “Davis. 314 0 
Weston by Weedon, by Mr. W. Morris 2 1 6 
By Rev. J. Finch, Harlow : 
Rey. J. Stewart, pamhsitge warts si 5 0 0 
Mr. Stevens, oO. . kK 0 0 
Friends at Harlow.. a otpiegiewine 310 0 
Donation, Mr. Stanger, Fen Court.. 2° 9°50 
Olney, by Mr. Saul, Mission Fund.. 30 0 
The Misses A. H. and M. Smith.. 200 
Wootton-under-Edge, by Miss Strong, 
through Mr. John Watts......... 5 0 0 
Donation, F, Meredith, by Mr. Pritchard 0 5 0 
Rey. T. Moore, Shadwell, annual ..,.... 010 0 
Rayleigh, by Rey. J. Pilkington * ...... 20 0 
By Rev. Stephen Davis: 
POULCDEAM crises Wee ces nace i cess DT TBO OG 
SWatlord yrs iMesh canine Sel TOeO 
LADO e's FW ubiilely otal v@leSiek detesneveeml 10 °°0 
Cantopbutyc izeed west cdractBY=s.erp, 21 11. 40 
V Ripon seeeseeessesccsvesesercseerees 018 8 
Stockton” ...se..00. 6 
‘Darlington sss veutvsiacb oweaeeweren elev 6 


* Mr. P.’s donation of old clothes would be very 
acceptable, 
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Seven Oaks, Rev. Thomas Shirley: — 
Ladies’ Association, for Irish School. . 
Mr. Harrison, subscription. Seehe acts 
Mrs. Thorpe, donation ,........ «+ whee 
Lover of the Saviour............. oeee 
Broomsgrove, by Mr. Harwood......+ 
Reigate, Rev. E, Lewis....... 
Miss Lumm, Bolton ......0...0.+++- 
New Mill, by Mr. Grover..... wre eaves 
Tottenham, S. 8., by Mrs. Fletcher... 
Reading :— 
Aire Wallin’: 4 scp<asiccgs va 
Mr. P. Davies ,... 
Mr. Daysiae ion: 
Mir. <NGpMiieds cpa dh args ook vrs 
Mrs COOPeE crceses.ca sess 
MUP PUNOUCH Se ecce tv rcseceseee 
Mra. Wayland) %.0. 00%. oes ves 
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Mr. J. Davies .... 
Mr. Brown ..... 
Mr2Ghampion 5345% th ieee 
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Mr. D. Vines 
Mr,S,[Collier- css ssmiespe eens 
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Tur following communications from the much-esteemed Secretaries of the South Devon 
Auxiliary, and our valuable missionary, Mr. Hewitt, of Swaffham, Norfolk, will, we have 
no doubt, be read with much interest by the friends of the Home Mission. 

The plan adopted by the Exeter ministers and deputation, in conducting the various 
public meetings, we highly approve, as we have experienced its advantages in various 
districts. The brethren in the north of Devon acted on the same plan this autumn, with 
considerable advantages, spiritual and pecuniary. The Secretary of the Parent Society 
will not soon forget the pleasing and profitable, though faborious and exhausting, fortnight 
he passed last October, in attending those lively and truly spiritual meetings. Nor will the 
savour of those exercises forsake those churches for many days. 

The advantages resulting from these annual visits of the Home Missionary deputations, 
particularly when not too much cramped for want of time, impress on our minds again 
and again the conviction, that extensive benefits would arise to our stations, and the 
country churches around them, from the appointment of two or more evangelists (an order 
of ministers in our religious polity too much overlooked), ‘ whose office should be to visit 
our stations, and when invited to do so, the neighbouring churches ; to hold public revival 
Meetings; to stir up a spirit of holy consecration ; to stimulate parents, Sunday-school 
teachers, and churches generally to greater activity, and_spirituality, and devotedness in 
the work to which Christ has called them ; to aid pastors in exciting, and mustering, and 
marshalling, and leading out their hosts to the great assault which must soon be made on 
the citadel of the prince of this world ; to aid, by their experience, in directing to the best 
plan for bringing to bear on the neglected districts, the full and combined. force and ener- 
gies of the churches in the vicinity; and, as a subordinate duty, to organize societies 
auxiliary to the Home Mission, and arrange such plans as will enable the annual depu- 
tations to make the collections through a given district at one visit, and with the least 
possible expense of time and money.” Oh, that we could only procure half-a-dozen evan- 
gelists, rightly qualified for this great work by piety, prudence, tact, and talents; and, 
as in the days of Whitfield, the country, now ripe for such a holy agitation, could be 
moved from one end to the other ! 


REPORT OF THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE EXETER AND SOUTH 


DEVON AUXILIARY SOCIETY, 
To the Committee of the Baptist Home Missionary Society. 


gether. 


Dear Breturen, : 

Grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied 
unto you from God the Father, and trom our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We were sorry to be 
deprived of the valuable assistance of our 
dear brother Roe, in our late annual meet- 
ings, though, by the help of the Lord, we 
found great pleasure in our assembling to- 
Our dear brethren, Spasshatt, of 
Redruth, and Shepherd, of Tavistock, kindly 
helped us: and their visit was much blessed 
to the refreshing of the saints in our several 
churches. 

Towards the close of August, we held 
meetings for humiliation and prayer, at Bar- 
tholomew Chapel ; at which we ayailed our- 


selves of the presence of our dear brother 
Spasshatt, and other ministers from the 
vicinity. Our services commenced at six 
o’clock in the morning of August the 23rd ; 
on which day, as on the following, we had 
four meetings. On Friday, we met at six 
A.M., and again at half-past six p.m., and 
concluded these services by a meeting at 
half-past six a.m. on Saturday. During the 
whole of these occasions the Lord was 
pleased to bless us with his gracious pre- 
sence: and all present could bear testimony 
to the holy soul-thrilling pleasure derived 
therefrom. ‘They were seasons of refresh- 
ing from the presence of the Lord. Many 
a desponding ‘spirit was relieved from its 
0 
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burden; and during our evening meetings, 
designed for addresses to, and prayers for, 
the unconverted, some souls (as since made 
evident) were born of God. The prayer- 
meetings were characterized by a deep so- 
lemnity, real humiliation of heart, sincere 
confession, and holy enjoyment. ‘Truly, it 
was good to be there ! 

On Lord’s day, the 27th of August, bre- 
thren Spasshatt and Shepherd preached, at 
Bartholomew and South-street Chapels, the 
Annual Sermons: and under the latter the 
Lord was pleased to call a poor sinner to 
the foot of the cross. The Annual Meeting 
of the Society was held in South-street 
Chapel; and here we may remark, that the 
mode of proceeding adopted for its regula- 
tion, differed in some respects from the 
usual routine observed on former occasions. 
In calling the attention of the audience to 
the important objects of your Society, we 
resolved, in humble and prayerful reliance 
on the influence of the Holy Spirit, to lay 
aside the usual forms observed in the elec- 
tion of a chairman, with the moving and 
seconding of prepared resolutions. Our 
beloved brother Spasshatt having first stated 
in a brief address the objects of the 
Institution, and its imperative claim on all 
who love the gospel, to extend its pecuniary 
resources; our dear brethren, Hockin and 
Pyne, two of the agents connected with 
this auxiliary, gave an encouraging narra- 
tion of the success which had attended their 


- labours during the past year, notwithstand- 


ing many cases of trying opposition to their 
zealous endeavours. The nature of the meet- 
ing having been thus explained, the minis- 
ters present, according to a previous agree- 
ment, rose and engaged the attention of the 
assembly, either by a hymn, a brief address, 
or by fervent prayer, as impelled by the 
spontaneous feelings of their own minds. 
In these exercises (in which we enjoyed 
the kind assistance of our dear brethren 
Bristow and Hillings), it was the earnest 
and devout aim of the servant of Christ to 
awaken the attention of all present to a deep 
solicitude for their own salvation, assured 
that in proportion to the intensity of this 
feeling would be the efforts employed for the 
salvation of others. In listening to the con- 
cluding address of our dear brother Shep- 
herd, in which he affectionately directed 
sinners to the cross, we felt as on the v 
confines of heaven, and anticipated the 
period when we should join in the everlast- 
ing song, “‘ Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain.” ’ oa 
The blessed results flowing from these 
services led us to determine, that in all our 
neighbouring stations, we would adopt the 
same course as in Exeter, accompanied by | 


similar seasons devoted to humiliation and | to pray ; and we have heard from our dear 
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prayer. Our dear brethren, Barnes, of Pres- 
cott—Amery, of Collompton—Sharp, of 
Bradninch—Hockin, of Thorverton—Busby, 
of Crediton—and Pyne, of Kenton, acqui- 
esced in the measures. 

At Prescott, though the weather was very 
unpropitious, we had a crowded sanctuary— 
and the Lord enabled us, with much deep 
feeling for the immortal souls assembled, to 
urge them to seek in Jesus redemption 
through his blood. A deep interest was 
excited, and the people felt the concern 
evidently awakened in the minds of the 
brethren for their souls, was a specimen of 
the feelings of the agents of the Society for 
the destitute districts of our country, which 
demanded their sympathy, their prayers, and 
their help. The tears of real Christian feel- 
ing burst from many an eye, and displayed 
the power that wrought within. 

At St. Hill the prayer-meetings at half- 
past ten and at two were well attended, and 
most fervent were the breathings of the 
people for the presence and powerful work- 
ings of the Holy Spirit, to revive the 
churches, and to convert poor perishing 
souls. The public meeting in the evening 
was a most solemn and blessed season, and 
many felt that God was there. We have 
learned with pleasure that some have reason 
to bless God for these services. May the 
fruit thereof appear in the day of the Lord! 

At Bradninch a prayer-meeting was held 
in the afternoon, a public meeting in the 
evening, and another meeting for prayer at 
six on the following morning, when we trust 
the Lord was pleased to hear the cry of his 
saints, and to bless their efforts. Our dear 
brethren of the Independent and Wesleyan 
denominations in the neighbourhood, kindly 
afforded their assistance. The method of 
monthly collections adopted by the young 
people in this patt_of our Auxiliary, we 
would commend to the notice of our other 
friends in the district. At Thorverton.we 
had blessed seasons for prayer and public 
addresses. -The Lord was with us of a 
truth ; and we have reason to believe it was 


-an opportunity not soon to be forgotten by 


the saints there. 

At Collumpton the Lord granted us a 
crowning service. At the close of the 
prayer-meeting in the afternoon, dear brother 
Spasshatt addressed the children of the 
Sabbath-school, when many of the young 
and the adults present were deeply shiected. 
The throng in the evening was most encou- 
raging ; the attention to our appeals in the — 
name of Jesus, most rivetted ; and the effect — 
produced such as to prove that the Spirit of 
the Lord had been given in answer to 
prayer. After the close of the service, more 
than one hundred. young persons remained 
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brother at C. that blessed and permanent 
results are likely to follow. At Bridestow 
and Kenton we were graciously helped ; and 
at the latter place, we trust, from evidence 
hitherto gathered, that the Lord did not 
Jeave us without witness. ~ ; 

Our dear brethren from the neighbourhood 
with whom we had so delightfully associated 
in the foregoing services, assembled with 
us again on the 12th, 14th, and 15th of Sep- 
tember, at South-street chapel, where six 
meetings of an interesting and similar cha- 
racter were held ; the 13th being devoted to 
the opening of the new chapel in Grosvenor 
Place. 

On a review of all these happy opportu- 
nities, we feel called upon to bless God for 
inclining us to adopt a plan of procedure 
which we can confidently recommend to our 
dear brethren annually engaged in this good 
work, 

We are, brethren, your companions in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 

Tue Secretarizs of the 
Exeter Auxiliary. 


Letter from John Hewett. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I beg to address’a few ‘lines to you, in 
order to put you in possession ‘of the state 
of the station which I occupy. In my last, 
dated September, 1837, I informed you, that 
it had pleased God to bless my labours, so 
that I was enabled to baptize ten persons, 
and add them to the church under my care 
at Swaffham; and since the above date I 
have had the pleasure of baptizing ten more. 
But of these twenty persons, sixteen are 
teachers in our Sabbath-schools: and I have 
yet greater pleasure in stating, that 1 hope 
soon to be called upon to receive the expe- 
rience of four or half-a-dozen more. Thus 
God has been pleased mercifully to bless my 


humble labours during the last year. I have 


reason to look upon this as in answer to prayer. 
About eighteen months ago, I proposed that 
we, as a church, should meet together for the 
express design to hold a special prayer- 
meeting for the young people, of whom we 
have many. ‘he meeting was very solemn, 
and the prayers were fervent. We then held 
another for the undecided in the congrega- 
tion. r 
for the parents of the Sunday-school chil- 
dren, and another for backsliders, And now 
I rejoice to inform you that a spirit of prayer 
is in operation, to a degree 1 never before 


“witnessed in the place: for we have now a 


meeting for prayer on the Lord’s day morn- 
ing at seven o’clock (in the summer months 
at six) ; another at noon time, when the vil- 
lagers meet in the vestry ; another after the 
afternoon service by a few young females ; 


And after this, -held two others ; one 


and another after the evening service, when 
many of the congregation stay. One on 
Monday evening as usual ; on Tuesday eve- 
ning by the younger male teachers, and 
another on Thursday evening after preach- 
ing, by the older females. On Saturday 
evening, a prayer-meeting is held at the 
vestry of our chapel by a few friends, and 
others go in company to the houses of the 
members and hearers, and hold one also. I 
have lately divided the town into districts; 
and we are going from house to house dis- 
tributing tracts, talling with the people, and 
trying to get them to attend public worship. 
I think I told you in my last, that we had 
erected a gallery in our chapel; and I now 
add, that it is very well filled; the congre- 
gation is gradually increasing. 

As to my labours in the villages, I beg to 


| state I occupy Sporle, Castle Acre, Hilbo- 


rough, Oxborough, and Beacbamwell; ex- 
cept that during the very short days I have 
not been regularly to the latter place. Sporle 
affords good congregations, and the word is 
blessed. I have lately baptized four persons 
from this village: a charming spirit of prayer 
is being “manifested, and a good Sabbath- 
school—the only one in the village that has 
stood long. Castle Acre affords us a good 
Sabbath-school, of more than one hundred 
children; but I am very sorry to say, that a 
few personsim the place, of exceedingly hich 
sentiments, have given me a great deal of 
trouble by dividing the people; they have 
now obtained a man to preach to them after 
their own mind: however, I go on, and a 
piece of land is purchased, and vested in 
hands of trustees for the benefit of the deno- 
mination :—on this land it is intended to 


‘build a room for the school, and a room to 


preach in. Hilborough affords pretty good 
congregations ; I have baptized avery pro- 
mising young man from the village since I 
last wrote you. Oxborough is a village 
seven miles distant from us, and is almost 
completely Roman Catholic; yet we have 
two members there, men of good character, 
and mighty in prayer. Two of our members 
are removed from the village—indeed we 
had six there. The congregations here are 
but small, owing to the influence of Roman 
Catholicism. : 

“ Brethren, pray for us.” I beg to offer 


my thanks to the Committee of the Baptist” = 


Home Missionary Society for the assistance 
they have kindly afforded me, and without 


which I cannot go on, and supply my sta-_ 


tions ; therefore 1 trust that it will be deemed. 
needful to continue to afford me aid as usual, 
as I think the money has not been lost, 
I remain, Gentlemen, 
Yours truly, 


Joun Hewerr. 
Jan, 9, 1838. 
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